
The Internet in Laymen’s Terms 
A basic webpage is just an HTML file with a CSS file linked to it that sits on someone else’s 
(really big) computer in a file directory (fig. 1) like the one in your “Finder” app.  

When you type in a web address, you’re telling your browser where that file is: the computer 
where it’s stored and which file on that computer that you want. 

HTML & CSS in Laymen’s Terms 
HTML is a markup language used to name and group elements in a document 
CSS is a language used to tell browsers how elements should look in the document 

In an ideal world HTML and CSS live in separate files, joined only by the link included in the 
heading of the HTML file… 

<head><link rel=“stylesheet” text=“style/css” href=“style.css”></head> 
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Figure 1. What a server looks like



Let’s live in an ideal world for a bit. 

1. Download the folder shared through the workshop page on the WRP blog 
2. Open the HTML file in your preferred browser. This is all the browser knows without 

markup. So, let’s tell the browser some things about this file. 
1. Tell the browser it’s an HTML file <!DOCTYPE html> 
2. Tell the browser that everything in the file is HTML—it’s not always. <html></html> 
3. Tell the browser that there are two sections in the HTML file <head></head> and 

<body></body> 
4. Use the <head> section to tell the browser about the file 

1. There’s a title (browsers use this to label tabs): <title><title> 
2. There’s a stylesheet <link rel=“stylesheet” 
3. and where the style sheet is href=“style.css” 

Tell the browser what’s in the <body> section 
with tags. In HTML, all tags come in pairs. The 
first tag is the start tag. The second tag is the 
end tag. Tags always bookend whatever they’re 
defining—whether it’s the whole file like in the 
<html> tag or part of the file like in the 
<body> tag or particular elements in the 
document like in the tags below.  

<h1></h1> — First level headings 
<h2></h2>—Second level headings 
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<p></p>—paragraphs 
<li></li>—lists 
<ul></ul>—unordered lists 
<ol></ol>—ordered lists 
<b></b>—bolded text 
<i></i>—italicized text 

Use the tags listed above to tell your browser a little bit about what’s in the <body> 
5. Indicate the title of the website through the <h1> tag 
6. Indicate the title of the webpage through the <h2> tag 
7. Indicate other sections through the <h3> tag 
8. Tell the browser where each paragraph starts and ends through the <p> tag 
9. Define your two lists, placing the <ol> tag at the beginning of each list and the </ol> 

end tag at the end of each list 
10. Tell the browser what’s in the list by placing the <il> tag at the beginning of each item 

in the list that you want bulleted and the </il> tag at the end of each item in the list you 
want bulleted 

11. Repeat the process for the list that you want numbered, using the <ol> tag 
12. Bold something with the <b> tag 
13. Italicize something with the <i> tag 

Save and open your document in your browser; it should look a little different now—although 
not great yet. 

Open your CSS file. Here’s where we’ll tell the browser how things should look. For now, we’ll 
just make a few rules. 

The most powerful rule you can write is for the body because it will cover everything you 
tagged in the HTML file. Whatever rules you make for the body will apply to specific elements 
in the document. In other words, if you make a rule for the body, that rule will automatically 
apply to all the p’s, h1’s, h2’s, h3’s, etc. 

There are lots of properties and values possible in HTML. Here’s a sample: 
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Defines color of text in hex or color names 
background-color 
color  

Defines font-type 
font-family 
Defines where the element is aligned left, right, center 
text-align 

Defines size measured in pixels (px) 
width 
height 
font-size 

So make a rule for the body defining 
• a background color  
• a font-family 
• an alignment 
• a font color 
• a font size 
• the width of the whole page 

Save both files and open the HTML file again; things should now look different. 

Your task, now, is to make specific rules for three of the elements you specified in your HTML 
file: 

h1 {                   } 
h2 {                   } 
h3 {                   } 
ul  {                   } 
ol  {                   } 

*for your ul and ol rules, in addition to naming a font-size and color, also make rules for list-
style-type by putting the ordered list in roman numerals (upper-roman) and the unordered list 
in square bullets (square) 
 
Customizing pages 

Create a blog in Google’s Blogger using the Contempto template and start a new post that 
includes text from the blogger-text.rtf file and images from the blogger-img folder. Make it look 
as close as you can to the screenshot on the right. 
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We’ll be using 3 pieces of in-line CSS to style the post 

border to create a border around your images 
width to make images a uniform width 
padding-left to create uniform space between image and text 
Customizing templates 

Open your published blog as readers would see it in Firefox and 
open a new file in Brackets/Notepad +++ 

We’re going to customize 6 things about this template 

1. Change the size and color of the header 
2. Change the size and color of the date of the post 
3. Change the color of the background of the post 
4. Change the size and color of the post title 
5. Change the body text font to Verdana 
6. Change the header fonts to Bookman 
  
After each change, copy your line of CSS into your Brackets file. We’ll need this.
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