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“The Spirit of Sustainability”
MWF 11:00-11:50am ECTR 103 
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This course examines sustainability from the context of religious ethics and spiritual activism.  It explores the current ecocrisis, its sources and the social and environmental impacts of the ecocrisis, and then analyzes various responses from religious institutions and spiritual leaders to the ecocrisis.  Attention will be paid to how religious and spiritual visionaries and leaders are advocating for structural and behavioral changes, couched in the language of religious ethics and inter-species justice, geared towards generating resilient, sustainable communities of place.  Classes will be a mix of lectures, videos, and group discussion, with possible field trips and guest lectures from local sustainability activists.
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“We scientists don’t know how to do that”

“l used to think the top environmental
problems were biodiversity loss, ecosystem
collapse and climate change.

| thought that with 30 years of good science
We could address those problems.

But | was wrong.
The top environmental problems are
selfishness, greed and apathy...

...and to deal with those we need a spiritual
and cultural transformation

- and we scientists don't know how to do that.”
Gus Speth





