
Stonewall Riot, June 27, 1969 
(http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/eresources/exhibitions/sw25/case1.html)  

A campaign had been established in the early 1960s to rid New York City of gay 
bars. The city revoked the liquor license of bars who served gay men, and police 
worked undercover to entrap as many gay men as possible. On June 27, 1969, the 
police raided a popular Greenwich Village gay bar, The Stonewall Inn. Police raids 
were not uncommon in this era, however on this night; those subjected to the raid 
were pushed over the edge. The streets erupted into violent protests as the crowds in 
the bar fought back. The riot lasted several nights. This event is marked as the 
beginning of the modern gay rights movement. The following primary sources are 
newspaper clippings about the riot. There are also pictures of the riot in the 
accompanying powerpoint.  

 

 



 
 
 
Chant sung “Rockette style” by a “chorus line of mocking queens.” 
“We are the Stonewall girls 
We wear our hair in curls 
We wear no underwear 
We show our pubic hair… 
We wear our dungarees 
Above our nelly knees!  
 
At the beginning of the riots, the crowds sang “We Shall Overcome”, a song 
that was originally a civil rights theme song.  
 

1. We shall overcome  
We shall overcome  
We shall overcome some day  

CHORUS: Oh, deep in my heart  
I do believe  
We shall overcome some day  

2. We'll walk hand in hand  
We'll walk hand in hand  
We'll walk hand in hand some day  

CHORUS  
   



3. We shall all be free  
We shall all be free  
We shall all be free some day  

CHORUS  
   
4. We are not afraid  

We are not afraid  
We are not afraid some day  

CHORUS  
   
5. We are not alone  

We are not alone  
We are not alone some day  

CHORUS  
   
6. The whole wide world around  

The whole wide world around  
The whole wide world around some day  

CHORUS  
   
7. We shall overcome  

We shall overcome  
We shall overcome some day  

CHORUS  
	  


