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This is a copy of South Carolina’s Code of Laws that were valid and binding until 
the end of 2014. This section addresses offenses against morality and decency and 
lists “buggery” (homosexuality, sodomy) among the offenses.  

	  DISCLAIMER 

 
The South Carolina Legislative Council is offering access to the unannotated South 
Carolina Code of Laws on the Internet as a service to the public. The unannotated South 
Carolina Code on the General Assembly's website is now current through the 2014 
session. The unannotated South Carolina Code, consisting only of Code text, numbering, 
and history, may be copied from this website at the reader's expense and effort without 
need for permission.  
 
The Legislative Council is unable to assist users of this service with legal questions. Also, 
legislative staff cannot respond to requests for legal advice or the application of the law 
to specific facts. Therefore, to understand and protect your legal rights, you should 
consult your own private lawyer regarding all legal questions.  
 
While every effort was made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the unannotated 
South Carolina Code available on the South Carolina General Assembly's website, the 
unannotated South Carolina Code is not official, and the state agencies preparing this 
website and the General Assembly are not responsible for any errors or omissions which 
may occur in these files. Only the current published volumes of the South Carolina Code 
of Laws Annotated and any pertinent acts and joint resolutions contain the official 
version.  
 
Please note that the Legislative Council is not able to respond to individual inquiries 
regarding research or the features, format, or use of this website. However, you may 
notify the Legislative Services Agency at LSA@scstatehouse.gov regarding any apparent 
errors or omissions in content of Code sections on this website, in which case LSA will 
relay the information to appropriate staff members of the South Carolina Legislative 
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Title 16 - Crimes and Offenses 
 

CHAPTER 15 
 

Offenses Against Morality and Decency 
 

ARTICLE 1 
 



Miscellaneous Offenses 
SECTION 16-15-10. Bigamy. 

 
Any person who is married who shall marry another person shall, unless: 

 
(1) His or her husband or wife has remained continually for seven years beyond the sea or 

continually absented himself or herself from such person for the space of seven years 
together, such person not knowing his or her wife or husband to be living within that 

time; 
 

(2) He or she was married before the age of consent; 
 

(3) His or her wife or husband is under sentence of imprisonment for life; or 
 

(4) His or her marriage has been annulled or he or she has been divorced by decree of a 
competent tribunal having jurisdiction both of the cause and the parties; 

 
On conviction, be punished by imprisonment in the Penitentiary for not more than five 

years nor less than six months or by imprisonment in the jail for six months and by a fine 
of not less than five hundred dollars. 

 
HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-401; 1952 Code Section 16-401; 1942 Code Section 

1434; 1932 Code Section 1434; Cr. C. '22 Section 374; Cr. C. '12 Section 381; Cr. C. '02 
Section 289; G. S. 2587; R. S. 250; 1712 (2) 508; 1874 (15) 603. 

 
SECTION 16-15-20. Incest. 

 
Any persons who shall have carnal intercourse with each other within the following 

degrees of relationship, to wit: 
 

(1) A man with his mother, grandmother, daughter, granddaughter, stepmother, sister, 
grandfather's wife, son's wife, grandson's wife, wife's mother, wife's grandmother, wife's 

daughter, wife's granddaughter, brother's daughter, sister's daughter, father's sister or 
mother's sister; or 

 
(2) A woman with her father, grandfather, son, grandson, stepfather, brother, 

grandmother's husband, daughter's husband, granddaughter's husband, husband's father, 
husband's grandfather, husband's son, husband's grandson, brother's son, sister's son, 

father's brother or mother's brother; 
 

Shall be guilty of incest and shall be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred 
dollars or imprisonment not less than one year in the Penitentiary, or both such fine and 

imprisonment. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-402; 1952 Code Section 16-402; 1942 Code Section 
1440; 1932 Code Section 1440; Cr. C. '22 Section 381; Cr. C. '12 Section 388; Cr. C. '02 



Section 295; R. S. 258; 1884 (19) 801. 
 

SECTION 16-15-50. Seduction under promise of marriage. 
 

A male over the age of sixteen years who by means of deception and promise of marriage 
seduces an unmarried woman in this State is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 

conviction, must be fined at the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more than one 
year. There must not be a conviction under this section on the uncorroborated testimony 

of the woman upon whom the seduction is charged, and no conviction if at trial it is 
proved that the woman was at the time of the alleged offense lewd and unchaste. If the 
defendant in any action brought under this section contracts marriage with the woman, 

either before or after the conviction, further proceedings of this section are stayed. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-405; 1952 Code Section 16-405; 1942 Code Section 
1441; 1932 Code Section 1441; Cr. C. '22 Section 382; Cr. C. '12 Section 389; 1905 (24) 

937; 1993 Act No. 184, Section 179. 
 

SECTION 16-15-60. Adultery or fornication. 
 

Any man or woman who shall be guilty of the crime of adultery or fornication shall be 
liable to indictment and, on conviction, shall be severally punished by a fine of not less 

than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisonment for not less 
than six months nor more than one year or by both fine and imprisonment, at the 

discretion of the court. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-406; 1952 Code Section 16-406; 1942 Code Section 
1435; 1932 Code Section 1435; Cr. C. '22 Section 375; Cr. C. '12 Section 382; Cr. C. '02 

Section 290; G. S. 2588; R. S. 251; 1880 (17) 328. 
 

SECTION 16-15-70. "Adultery" defined. 
 

"Adultery" is the living together and carnal intercourse with each other or habitual carnal 
intercourse with each other without living together of a man and woman when either is 

lawfully married to some other person. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-407; 1952 Code Section 16-407; 1942 Code Section 
1436; 1932 Code Section 1436; Cr. C. '22 Section 376; Cr. C. '12 Section 383; Cr. C. '02 

Section 291; G. S. 2589; R. S. 252; 1880 (17) 328. 
 

SECTION 16-15-80. "Fornication" defined. 
 

"Fornication" is the living together and carnal intercourse with each other or habitual 
carnal intercourse with each other without living together of a man and woman, both 

being unmarried. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-408; 1952 Code Section 16-408; 1942 Code Section 



1437; 1932 Code Section 1437; Cr. C. '22 Section 277; Cr. C. '12 Section 384; Cr. C. '02 
Section 292; G. S. 2590; R. S. 253; 1880 (17) 328. 

 
SECTION 16-15-90. Prostitution; lewdness, assignation and prostitution generally. 

 
It shall be unlawful to: 

 
(1) Engage in prostitution; 

 
(2) Aid or abet prostitution knowingly; 

 
(3) Procure or solicit for the purpose of prostitution; 

 
(4) Expose indecently the private person for the purpose of prostitution or other 

indecency; 
 

(5) Reside in, enter or remain in any place, structure, building, vehicle, trailer or 
conveyance for the purpose of lewdness, assignation or prostitution; 

 
(6) Keep or set up a house of ill fame, brothel or bawdyhouse; 

 
(7) Receive any person for purposes of lewdness, assignation or prostitution into any 

vehicle, conveyance, trailer, place, structure or building; 
 

(8) Permit any person to remain for the purpose of lewdness, assignation or prostitution 
in any vehicle, conveyance, trailer, place, structure or building; 

 
(9) Direct, take or transport, offer or agree to take or transport or aid or assist in 

transporting any person to any vehicle, conveyance, trailer, place, structure or building or 
to any other person with knowledge or having reasonable cause to believe that the 

purpose of such directing, taking or transporting is prostitution, lewdness or assignation; 
 

(10) Lease or rent or contract to lease or rent any vehicle, conveyance, trailer, place, 
structure or building or part thereof believing or having reasonable cause to believe that it 

is intended to be used for any of the purposes herein prohibited; or 
 

(11) Aid, abet, or participate knowingly in the doing of any of the acts herein prohibited. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-409; 1952 Code Section 16-409; 1942 (42) 1734. 
 

SECTION 16-15-100. Prostitution; further unlawful acts. 
 

It shall further be unlawful to: 
 

(1) Procure a female inmate for a house of prostitution; 
 



(2) Cause, induce, persuade or encourage by promise, threat, violence or by any scheme 
or device a female to become a prostitute or to remain an inmate of a house of 

prostitution; 
 

(3) Induce, persuade or encourage a female to come into or leave this State for the 
purpose of prostitution or to become an inmate in a house of prostitution; 

 
(4) Receive or give or agree to receive or give any money or thing of value for procuring 

or attempting to procure any female to become a prostitute or an inmate in a house of 
prostitution; 

 
(5) Accept or receive knowingly any money or other thing of value without consideration 

from a prostitute; or 
 

(6) Aid, abet or participate knowingly in the doing of any of the acts herein prohibited. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-410; 1952 Code Section 16-410; 1942 (42) 1734. 
 

SECTION 16-15-110. Prostitution; violations. 
 

Any person violating any provision of Sections 16-15-90 and 16-15-100 must, upon 
conviction, be punished as follows: 

 
(1) for the first offense, a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars or confinement in 

prison for a period of not more than thirty days; 
 

(2) for the second offense, a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or imprisonment for 
not exceeding six months, or both; 

 
(3) for the third or any subsequent offense, a fine not exceeding three thousand dollars or 

imprisonment for not less than one year, or both. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-411; 1952 Code Section 16-411; 1942 (42) 1734; 1979 
Act No. 74; 1986 Act No. 534. 

 
SECTION 16-15-120. Buggery. 

 
Whoever shall commit the abominable crime of buggery, whether with mankind or with 
beast, shall, on conviction, be guilty of felony and shall be imprisoned in the Penitentiary 

for five years or shall pay a fine of not less than five hundred dollars, or both, at the 
discretion of the court. 

 
HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-412; 1952 Code Section 16-412; 1942 Code Section 

1439; 1932 Code Section 1439; Cr. C. '22 Section 380; Cr. C. '12 Section 387; Cr. C. '02 
Section 294; G. S. 2591; R. S. 254; 25 H. 8, c. 1 (2) 465. 

 



SECTION 16-15-130. Indecent exposure; breastfeeding. 
 

(A)(1) It is unlawful for a person to wilfully, maliciously, and indecently expose his 
person in a public place, on property of others, or to the view of any person on a street or 

highway. 
 

(2) This subsection does not apply to a woman who breastfeeds her own child in a public 
place, on property of others, to the view of any person on a street or highway, or any 

other place where a woman and her child are authorized to be. 
 

(B) A person who violates the provisions of subsection (A)(1) is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, upon conviction, must be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more 

than three years, or both. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-413; 1952 Code Section 16-413; 1942 Code Section 
1442; 1932 Code Section 1442; Cr. C. '22 Section 383; Cr. C. '12 Section 390; 1906 (25) 
84; 1965 (54) 577; 1993 Act No. 184, Section 180; 2006 Act No. 269, Section 2, eff May 

2, 2006. 
 

SECTION 16-15-140. Repealed by 2012 Act No. 255, Section 14, eff June 18, 2012. 
 

SECTION 16-15-250. Communicating obscene messages to other persons without 
consent. 

 
It is unlawful for a person to anonymously write, print, telephone, transmit a digital 

electronic file, or by other manner or means communicate, send, or deliver to another 
person within this State, without that person's consent, any obscene, profane, indecent, 

vulgar, suggestive, or immoral message. 
 

A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, must be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more than three 

years, or both. 
 

HISTORY: 1962 Code Section 16-552; 1952 Code Section 16-552; 1943 (43) 26; 1967 
(55) 626; 1993 Act No. 184, Section 181; 2001 Act No. 81, Section 6. 

	  


