
 
 
 

 

 

SOURCE: Virginia Gazette, March 28, 1771  
 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 
When compared to other European nations, England lagged behind in colonizing the New             
World. This was largely due to internal conflict and competitive wars with Spain. However,              
there were early promoters of English colonization. Chief among these was Richard Hakluyt             
who, while he never traveled across the Atlantic, put forth strong arguments for what England               
would gain in establishing colonies.  
 
Due to the successful introduction of tobacco by John Rolfe in 1611, by the 1620s, Virginia                
planters realized both that tobacco could provide a stable economic crop for export and that               
growing it required a labor force to cultivate the crop. To meet this demand for labor, planters                 
initially looked to the European continent, due to a rapid population growth had left many               
people without employment, land, or opportunities. Trading their misery in the Old World for              
the hope of a better life in a new one, many immigrants to America came as indentured                 
servants. In return for paid passage to the colonies, these indentured servants agreed to serve               
for between two and seven years. During this term, masters provided servants with shelter              
and food. Upon completion of the term, masters agreed to give servants what were known as                
“freedom dues,” which often consisted of land on the western edges of the colony and a few                 



basic supplies for which to scratch out a living. Harsh conditions, however, meant that nearly               
one out of every ten indentured servants died before they obtained their freedom. Despite              
such bleak prospects, between one-half and two-thirds of the Europeans who came to Virginia              
by 1700 did so as indentured servants. 
 
Students will explore some of the reasons of why people migrated, what they hoped to find,                
and what life in Virginia was like based upon two primary documents: one a promotional tract                
to encourage immigration and an early seventeenth-century letter home to England from an             
indentured servant in Virginia. They will also compare the motivations of colonization that of              
the realities faced. 
 
 
Richard Hakluyt, Reasons for Colonization, 1585 
 
The glory of God by planting of religion among those infidels. 
 
The increase of the force of the Christians. 
 
The possibility of the enlarging of the dominions of the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, and               
consequently of her honour, revenues, and of her power by this enterprise. 
 
An ample vent in time to come of the woollen cloths of England, especially those of the                 
coarsest sorts, to the maintenance of our poor, that else starve or become burdensome to the                
realm; and vent also of sundry our commodities upon the tract of that firm land, and possibly                 
in other regions from the northern side of that main… 
 
By return thence, this realm shall receive…most or all the commodities that we receive from               
the best parts of Europe, and we shall receive the same better cheap than now we receive                 
them, as we may use the matter. 
 
Receiving the same thence, the navy, the human strength of this realm, our merchants and               
their goods, shall not be subject to arrest of ancient enemies and doubtful friends as of late                 
years they have been. 
 
If our nation do not make any conquest there but only use traffic and change of commodities,                 
yet, by means the country is not very mighty but divided into petty kingdoms, they shall not                 
dare to offer us any great annoy but such as we may easily revenge with sufficient                
chastisement to the unarmed people there… 
 
The great plenty of buff hides and of many other sundry kinds of hides there now presently to                  
be had, the trade of whale and seal fishing and of divers other fishings in the great rivers, great                   
bays, and seas there, shall presently defray the charge in good part or in all of the first                  
enterprise… 



 
The great broad rivers of that main that we are to enter into, so many leagues navigable or                  
portable into the mainland, lying so long a tract with so excellent and so fertile a soil on both                   
sides, do seem to promise all things that the life of man doth require and whatsoever men may                  
wish that are to plant upon the same or to traffic in the same… 
 
If we find the country populous and desirous to expel us and injuriously to offend us, that seek                  
but just and lawful traffic, then, by reason that we are lords of navigation and they not so, we                   
are the better able to defend ourselves by reason of those great rivers and to annoy them in                  
many places… 
 
The known abundance of fresh fish in the rivers, and the known plenty of fish on the seacoast                  
there, may assure us of sufficient victual in spite of the people, if we will use salt and industry.                   
The known plenty and variety of flesh of divers kinds of beasts at land there may seem to say                   
to us that we may cheaply victual our navies to England for our returns… 
 
The navigating of the seas in the voyage, and of the great rivers there, will breed many                 
mariners for service and maintain much navigation… 
 
Since great waste woods be there of oak, cedar, pine, walnuts, and sundry other sorts, many of                 
our waste people may be employed in making of ships, hoys, busses, and boats, and in making                 
of rosin, pitch, and tar… 
 
If mines of white or grey marble, jet, or other rich stone be found there, our idle people may be                    
employed in the mines of the same and in preparing the same to shape, and, so shaped, they                  
may be carried into this realm as good ballast for our ships and after serve for noble                 
buildings… 
 
…Moreover, we shall not only receive many precious commodities besides from thence, but             
also shall in time find ample vent of the labour of our poor people at home, by sale of hats,                    
bonnets, knives, fish-hooks, copper kettles, beads, looking-glasses, bugles, and a thousand           
kinds of other wrought wares that in short time may be brought in use among the people of                  
that country, to the great relief of the multitude of our poor people and to the wonderful                 
enriching of this realm. And in time, such league and intercourse may arise between our               
stapling seats there, and other reports of our Northern America, and of the islands of the                
same, that incredible things, and by few as yet dreamed of, may speedily follow, tending to the                 
impeachment of our mighty enemies and to the common good of this noble government.  
 
SOURCE: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=70 
 
Richard Frethorne, Letter to his Mother and Father, 1623 
 
LOVING AND KIND FATHER AND MOTHER: 



 
My most humble duty remembered to you, hoping in god of your good health, as I                

myself am at the making hereof. This is to let you understand that I you child am in a most                    
heavy case by reason of the country, [which] is such that it causeth much sickness, [such] as                 
the scurvy and the bloody flux and diverse other diseases, which maketh the body very poor                
and weak. And when we are sick there is nothing to comfort us; for since I came out of the                    
ship I never ate anything but peas, and loblollie (that is, water gruel). As for deer or venison I                   
never saw any since I came into this land. There is indeed some fowl, but we are not allowed to                    
go and get it, but must work hard both early and late for a mess of water gruel and a mouthful                     
of bread and beef. A mouthful of bread for a penny loaf must serve for four men which is most                    
pitiful. [You would be grieved] if you did know as much as I [do], when people cry out day and                    
night – Oh! That they were in England without their limbs – and would not care to lose any                   
limb to be in England again, yea, though they beg from door to door. For we live in fear of the                     
enemy every hour, yet we have had a combat with them … and we took two alive and made                   
slaves of them. But it was by policy, for we are in great danger; for our plantation is very weak                    
by reason of the death and sickness of our company. For we came but twenty for the                 
merchants, and they are half dead just; and we look every hour when two more should go. Yet                  
there came some four other men yet to live with us, of which there is but one alive; and our                    
Lieutenant is dead, and [also] his father and his brother. And there was some five or six of the                   
last year’s twenty, of which there is but three left, so that we are fain to get other men to plant                     
with us; and yet we are but 32 to fight against 3000 if they should come. And the nighest help                    
that we have is ten mile of us, and when the rogues overcame this place [the] last [time] they                   
slew 80 persons. How then shall we do, for we lie even in their teeth? They may easily take us,                    
but [for the fact] that God is merciful and can save with few as well as with many, as he                    
showed to Gilead. And like Gilead’s soldiers, if they lapped water, we drink water which is but                 
weak. 
 

And I have nothing to comfort me, nor is there nothing to be gotten here but sickness                 
and death, except [in the event] that one had money to lay out in some things for profit. But I                    
have nothing at all – no, not a shirt to my back but two rags (2), nor clothes but one poor suit,                      
nor but one pair of shoes, but one pair of stockings, but one cap, [and] but two bands [collars].                   
My cloak is stolen by one of my fellows, and to his dying hour [he] would not tell me what he                     
did with it; but some of my fellows saw him have butter and beef out of a ship, which my                    
cloak, I doubt [not], paid for. So that I have not a penny, nor a penny worth, to help me too                     
either spice or sugar or strong waters, without the which one cannot live here. For as strong                 
beer in England doth fatten and strengthen them, so water here doth wash and weaken these                
here [and] only keeps [their] life and soul together. But I am not half [of] a quarter so strong                   
as I was in England, and all is for want of victuals; for I do protest unto you that I have eaten                      
more in [one] day at home than I have allowed me here for a week. You have given more than                    
my day’s allowance to a beggar at the door; and if Mr. Jackson had not relieved me, I should                   
be in a poor case. But he like a father and she like a loving mother doth still help me. For when                      
we go to Jamestown (that is 10 miles of us) there lie all the ships that come to land, 



and there they must deliver their goods. And when we went up to town [we would go], as it                   
may 10 be, on Monday at noon, and come there by night, [and] then load the next day by                   
noon, and go home in the afternoon, and unload, and then away again in the night, and [we                  
would] be up about midnight. Then if it rained or blowed never so hard, we must lie in the                   
boat on the water and have nothing but a little bread. For when we go into the boat we [would]                    
have a loaf allowed to two men, and it is all [we would get] if we stayed there two days, which                     
is hard; and [we] must lie all that while in the boat. 
 
 But that Goodman Jackson pitied me and made me a cabin to lie in always when I                 
[would] come up, and he would give me some poor jacks [fish] [to take] home with me, which                  
comforted me more than peas or water gruel. Oh, they be very godly folks, and love me very                  
well, and will do anything for me. And he much marvelled that you would send me a servant to                   
the Company; he saith I had been better knocked on the head. And indeed so I find it now, to                    
my great grief and misery; and [I] saith that if you love me you will redeem me suddenly, for                   
which I do entreat and beg. And if you cannot get the merchants to redeem me for some little                   
money, then for God’s sake get a gathering or entreat some good folks to lay out some little                  
sum of money in meal and cheese and butter and beef. Any eating meat will yield great profit.                  
Oil and vinegar is very good; but, father, there is great loss in leaking. But for God’s sake send                   
beef and cheese and butter, or the more of one sort and none of another. But if you send                   
cheese, it must be very old cheese; and at the cheesemonger’s you may buy very food cheese                 
for twopence farthing or halfpenny, that will be liked very well. But if you send cheese, you                 
must have a care how you pack it in barrels; and you must put cooper’s chips between every                  
cheese, or else the heat of the hold will rot them. And look whatsoever you send me – be in                    
never so much – look, whatever] I make of it, I will deal truly with you. I will send it over and                      
beg the profit to redeem me; and if I die before it come, I have entreated Goodman Jackson to                   
send you the worth of it, who hath promised he will. If you send, you must direct your letters                   
to Goodman Jackson, at Jamestown, a gunsmith. (You must set down his freight, because              
there be more of his name there.)  
 

Good father, do not forget me, but have mercy and pity my miserable case. I know if                 
you did but see me, you would weep to see me; for I have but one suit. (But [though] it is a                      
strange one, it is very well guarded.) Wherefore, for God’s sake, pity me. I pray you to                 
remember my love to all my friends and kindred. I hope all my brothers and sisters are in                  
good health, and as for my part I have set down my resolution that certainly will be; that is,                   
that the answer of this letter will be life or death to me. Therefore, good father, send as soon as                    
you can; and if you send me any thing let this be the mark. 
 
 
RICHARD FRETHORNE, 
MARTIN’S HUNDRED  
SOURCE: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6475 
 
 



Questions to consider for your response: 
 
How does Frethorne describe the New World, the nature of the native peoples, the              
relationships between colonists, his own situation? What does he expect in terms of comfort              
and satisfaction? What class attitudes does he reveal? Compare Hakluyt’s vision of the New              
World with the region Frethorne actually encounters. What can be inferred about the             
constraints upon indentured servants--and the lives they led--from Frethorne's record? Why           
did settlers continue to migrate to Virginia? 
 
Based on the readings from Hakluyt and Frethorne, identify at least ten reasons for              
colonization. 
 
Now create a two-column chart titled “Colonization.” The left-hand column should read            
“Reasons” and the right hand column should read “Realities” to fill out in class discussion.  
 
 


