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1 Maccabees 4:36-59 
36 Then Judas, and his brethren said: Behold our enemies are discomfited: let us go up now to cleanse the 

holy places and to repair them. 

37 And all the army assembled together, and they went up into mount Sion. 

38 And they saw the sanctuary desolate, and the altar profaned, and the gates burnt, and shrubs growing 

up in the courts as in a forest, or on the mountains, and the chambers joining to the temple thrown down. 

39 And they rent their garments, and made great lamentation, and put ashes on their heads: 

40 And they fell face down to the ground on their faces, and they sounded with the trumpets of alarm, and 

they cried towards heaven. 

41 Then Judas appointed men to fight against them that were in the castle, till they had cleansed the holy 

places. 

42 And he chose priests without blemish, whose will was set upon the law of God: 

43 And they cleansed the holy places, and took away the stones that had been defiled into an unclean 

place. 

44 And he considered about the altar of holocausts that had been profaned, what he should do with it. 

45 And a good counsel came into their minds, to pull it down: lest it should be a reproach to them, 

because the Gentiles had defiled it; so they threw it down. 

46 And they laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, till there should come 

a prophet, and give answer concerning them. 

47 Then they took whole stones according to the law, and built a new altar according to the former: 

48 And they built up the holy places, and the things that were within the temple: and they sanctified the 

temple, and the courts. 

49 And they made new holy vessels, and brought in the candlestick, and the altar of incense, and the table 

into the temple. 

50 And they put incense upon the altar, and lighted up the lamps that were upon the candlestick, and they 

gave light in the temple. 

51 And they set the loaves upon the table, and hung up the veils, and finished all the works that they had 

begun to make. 

52 And they arose before the morning on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month (which is the 

month of Casleu) in the hundred and forty-eighth year. 

53 And they offered sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar of holocausts which they had made. 

54 According to the time, and according to the day wherein the heathens had defiled it, in the same was it 

dedicated anew with canticles, and harps, and lutes, and cymbals. 



2 

 

55 And all the people fell upon their faces, and adored, and blessed up to heaven, him that had prospered 

them. 

56 And they kept the dedication of the altar eight days, and they offered holocausts with joy, and 

sacrifices of salvation, and of praise. 

57 And they adorned the front of the temple with crowns of gold, and escutcheons, and they renewed the 

gates, and the chambers, and hanged doors upon them. 

58 And there was exceeding great joy among the people, and the reproach of the Gentiles was turned 

away. 

59 And Judas, and his brethren, and all the church of Israel decreed, that the day of the dedication of the 

altar should be kept in its season from year to year for eight days, from the five and twentieth day of the 

month of Casleu, with joy and gladness. 

 

[Source - https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Maccabees+4%3A36-59&version=DRA] 
 

2 Maccabees 

Chapter I 

A Letter to the Jews in Egypt 

1 The Jews in Jerusalem and those in the land of Judea, to their Jewish kindred in Egypt, greetings and 

true peace. 2 May God do good to you, and may He remember you His covenant with Abraham and Isaac 

and Jacob, his faithful servants. 3 May He give you all heart to worship him and to do his will with a 

strong heart and a willing spirit. 4 May he open our heart to His law and His commandments, and may He 

bring you peace. 5 May He hear your prayers and be reconciled to you, and may He not forsake you in 

time of evil. We are now praying for you here. 

7 In the reign of Demetrius, in the one hundred sixty-ninth year, we Jews wrote to you, in the critical 

distress that came upon us in those years after Jason and his company revolted from the holy land and the 

kingdom 8 and burned the gate and shed innocent blood. We prayed to the Lord and were heart, and we 

offered sacrifice and grain offering, and we lit the lamps and set out loaves. 9 And now see that you keep 

the festival of booths in the month of Chisvel, in the one hundred eighty-eight year. 

 

 

 

[Source – The Holy Bible with the Apocryphal/ Deuterocanonical Books: New Revised Standard Version. New 

York: Harper Collins, 2007.] 


