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The late Mr. Whitney.  Died at his residence in New-Haven, on Saturday morning 
8th inst. after a long and distressing illness, Eli Whitney, esq. aged 57 years.  Mr. 
Whitney was one of the most distinguished men whom our country has produced, 
and his loss will be deeply felt and lamented throughout the nation.  He was a 
native of Westborough, Mass. and was a graduate of Yale College, in 1792.  His 
inventive genius rendered him one of the greatest benefactors of the age, and was 
the means of changing the whole course of industry in the southern section of the 
union.  Previous to the invention of his cotton gin, in 1793 or 4, scarcely a pound 
of upland cotton was raised for exportation.  In the short period of twelve years, 
the export amounted to about 12,000,000 dollars. 

Judge Johnson, of South Carolina, speaking of this invention, in 1807, says, “The 
whole interior of the southern states was languishing. and its inhabitants 
emigrating for want of some object to engage their attention and employ their 
industry, when the invention of this machine at once opened views to them which 
set the whole country in motion. From childhood to age, it has presented to us a 
lucrative employment.  Individuals, who were depressed with poverty and sunk in 
idleness, have suddenly risen to wealth and respectability. Our debts have been 
paid, our capitals increased, and our lands trebled in value.  We cannot express 
the weight of obligations which the country owes to this invention:  the extent of 
it cannot now be seen.” 

The mechanical ingenuity by Mr. Whitney, in the invention of the cotton gin, was 
next directed, at the instance of the government of the United States, to the 
manufacture of fire arms. He undertook the execution of a contract to a large 
amount, before he had ever attempted to make a single musket.  Here, as in every 
other instance in which the powers of his mind were directed to the 
accomplishment of an important object, he was eminently successful; and the 
benefit of the great improvements suggested by his genius, is now felt and 
appreciated by the government, in the national armories at Springfield and 
Harper’s Ferry. 

Mr. Whitney was a gentleman of extensive literary and scientific attainments, of 
liberal and expanded views, benevolent in his feelings, and mild and unassuming 
in his manners.  While his death will be regarded by the nation as a public 
calamity, it will be felt in the circle of his private friends as a bereavement of its 
brightest ornament. -Connecticut Herald!



!"#$"$%&'()"$*"%+,-.%/0"1'%+#"23$4$%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

%
% %



!
!
!





!"#$%&'())%*+%&,-.("$!"#$%&'!()*+,+-.!")/*)012'!!
!
"#$!%!%!%!&'(!)*+'&!#,!-)#-()&.!*/!0!1203(!*1!4*1&*/5&2.!0/4!(6-)(112.!0,,*)7(4!*/!&'(!
8#/1&*&9&*#/%!:'(!)*+'&!&#!&)0,,*5!*/!*&;!2*<(!0/!#)4*/0).!0)&*52(!#,!7()5'0/4*1(!0/4!
-)#-()&.;!$01!+90)0/&((4!&#!&'(!5*&*=(/1!#,!&'(!>/*&(4!?&0&(1;!*/!(3().!1&0&(!&'0&!
7*+'&!4(1*)(!*&;!,#)!&$(/&.!.(0)1%!@/4!&'(!+#3()/7(/&!*/!(6-)(11!&()71!*1!-2(4+(4!&#!
-)#&(5&!*&!*/!022!,9&9)(!&*7(;!*,!&'(!1203(!(150-(1!,)#7!'*1!#$/()%!:'*1!*1!4#/(!*/!-20*/!
$#)41A&##!-20*/!&#!B(!7*19/4()1&##4%!@/4!/#!$#)4!50/!B(!,#9/4!*/!&'(!
8#/1&*&9&*#/!$'*5'!+*3(1!8#/+)(11!0!+)(0&()!-#$()!#3()!1203(!-)#-()&.!%!%!%!&'0/!
-)#-()&.!#,!0/.!#&'()!4(15)*-&*#/%!:'(!#/2.!-#$()!5#/,())(4!*1!&'(!-#$()!5#9-2(4!
$*&'!&'(!49&.!#,!+90)4*/+!0/4!-)#&(5&*/+!&'(!#$/()!#,!'*1!)*+'&1%!!
!
>-#/!&'(1(!5#/1*4()0&*#/1;!*&!*1!&'(!#-*/*#/!#,!&'(!8#9)&!&'0&!&'(!@5&!#,!8#/+)(11!
CD*11#9)*!8#7-)#7*1(E!$'*5'!-)#'*B*&(4!0!5*&*=(/!,)#7!'#24*/+!0/4!#$/*/+!
-)#-()&.!#,!&'*1!<*/4!*/!&'(!&())*&#).!#,!&'(!>/*&(4!?&0&(1!/#)&'!#,!&'(!2*/(!&'()(*/!
7(/&*#/(4!*1!/#&!$0))0/&(4!B.!&'(!8#/1&*&9&*#/;!0/4!*1!&'()(,#)(!3#*4F!0/4!&'0&!
/(*&'()!G)(4!?5#&&!'*71(2,;!/#)!0/.!#,!'*1!,07*2.;!$()(!704(!,)((!B.!B(*/+!50))*(4!
*/&#!&'*1!&())*&#).F!(3(/!*,!&'(.!'04!B((/!50))*(4!'()(!B.!&'(!#$/()!$*&'!&'(!
*/&(/&*#/!#,!B(5#7*/+!0!-()70/(/&!)(1*4(/&%!!
!
>-#/!&'(!$'#2(;!&'()(,#)(;!*&!*1!&'(!H94+7(/&!#,!&'*1!8#9)&!&'0&!*&!0--(0)1!B.!&'(!
)(5#)4!B(,#)(!91!&'0&!&'(!-20*/&*,,!*/!())#)!CG)(4!?5#&&E!*1!/#&!0!5*&*=(/!#,!D*11#9)*!*/!
&'(!1(/1(!*/!$'*5'!&'0&!$#)4!*1!91(4!*/!&'(!8#/1&*&9&*#/F!0/4!&'0&!&'(!8*)59*&!8#9)&!
#,!&'(!>/*&(4!?&0&(1!,#)!&'0&!)(01#/!'04!/#!H9)*14*5&*#/!*/!&'(!501(;!0/4!5#924!+*3(!
/#&!H94+7(/&!*/!*&%!
!
Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393 (1856). Full text of the decision is at 
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=60&invol=393. 
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Excerpt from Letters to Catharine E. Beecher in reply to an 
Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism by Angelina Grimké (1838) 
 
The great fundamental principle of Abolitionists is that man cannot 
rightfully hold his fellow man as property. Therefore, we affirm that 
every slaveholder is a man-stealer; a man, is a man, and as a man he 
has inalienable rights he cannot rightfully be reduced to slavery. Our 
principle is that no circumstances can ever justify a man in holding his 
fellow man as property.  
 
We hold that all the slaveholding laws violate the fundamental 
principle of the Constitution of the United States. So far from thinking 
that a slaveholder is bound by the immoral and unconstitutional laws 
of the southern states, we hold that he is solemnly bound as a man, as 
an American, to break them, and that immediately and openly. Every 
slaveholder is bound to cease to do evil now, to emancipate his slaves 
now.  
 
Dost thou ask what I mean by emancipation? I will explain myself in a 
few words. 1. It is to reject with indignation the wild and guilty fantasy 
that man can hold property in man. 2. To pay the laborer his hire, for 
he is worthy of it. 3. No longer to deny him the right of marriage, but 
to “let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her 
own husband,” as saith the apostle. 4. To let parents have their own 
children, for they are the gift of the Lord to them, and no one else has 
any right to them. 5. No longer to withhold the advantages of 
education and the privilege of reading the Bible. 6. To put the slave 
under the protection of equitable laws.  
 
Now, why should not all this be done immediately! Which of these 
things is to be done next year, and which the year after! and so on. 
Our immediate emancipation means, doing justice and loving mercy 
to-day—and this is what we call upon every slaveholder to do. I have 
seen too much of slavery to be a gradualist. I say [the slaveholder] is 
able to let the oppressed go free. Oh, my very soul is grieved to find a 
northern woman thus “sewing pillows under all armholes,”* framing 
and fitting soft excuses for the slaveholder’s conscience, while with the 
same pen she is professing to regard slavery as a sin.  
 
With regard to the connection between the North and the South, I 
shall say but little. I deny the charge that abolitionists are endeavoring 
to convince their fellow citizens of the faults of another community. 
Not at all. We are spreading out the horrors of slavery before 
Northerners, in order to show them their own sin in sustaining such a 



system of complicated wrong and suffering. It is because we are 
politically, commercially, and socially connected with our southern 
brethren, that we urge our doctrines upon those of the free states.  
 
As soon as we rectify public opinion at the North, then I for one, will 
promise to go down into the midst of slaveholders themselves to 
promulgate our doctrines in the land of the slave. But how can we go 
now, when northern pulpits and meeting-houses are closed, and 
northern Governors are declaring that “the discussion of the subject of 
slavery ought to be made an offence indictable at common law,” and 
northern women are writing books to paralyse the efforts of southern 
women, who have come up from the South to entreat their northern 
sisters to exert their influence in behalf of the slave. To my own mind, 
the exasperation of the North at the discussion of slavery is an 
undeniable proof of her guilt.  
 
Thou askest very gravely, why James C. Birney [an abolitionist] did 
not go quietly into the southern States, and collect facts? Indeed! Why 
should he go to the South to collect facts, when he had lived there 
forty years? Thou mayest with just as much propriety ask me, why I 
do not go to the South to collect facts. The answer to both questions is 
obvious: We have lived at the South, as integral parts of the system of 
slavery, and therefore we know from practical observation and sad 
experience, quite enough about it already. 
 
Source 
Angelina Grimké, Letters to Catharine E. Beecher in reply to an Essay 
on Slavery and Abolitionism addressed to A. E. Grimké by the Author 
(Boston, 1838). Edited by Old Sturbridge Village.!
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Twelve Years a Slave 
 
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2024544/ 
 
Kansas-Nebraska Act Transcript: 
 
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/print_friendly.php?page=transcript&doc=28&title=Transc
ript+of+Kansas-Nebraska+Act+%281854%29 
 
Kansas-Nebraska Act (for educators) 
 
http://civilwarmo.org/educators/resources/info-sheets/kansas-nebraska-act-bleeding-
kansas 
 
Angela Grimke 
 
http://video.pbs.org/video/2292794012/ 
 
Carolina Campaign of Sherman 
 
http://www.google.com/#q=sherman's+march+in+south+carolina 
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