
1 

 

Fragments on Slavery 
Abraham Lincoln 

April 01, 1854 

 

If A. can prove, however conclusively, that he may, of right, enslave B.—why may not B. snatch the 

same argument, and prove equally, that he may enslave A?— 

 

You say A. is white, and B. is black. It is color, then; the lighter, having the right to enslave the darker? 

Take care. By this rule, you are to be slave to the first man you meet, with a fairer skin than your own. 

 

You do not mean color exactly? You mean the whites are intellectually the superiors of the blacks, and, 

therefore have the right to enslave them? Take care again. By this rule, you are to be slave to the first man 

you meet, with an intellect superior to your own. 

 

But, say you, it is a question of interest; and, if you can make it your interest; you have the right to 

enslave another. Very well. And if he can make it his interest, he has the right to enslave you. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

dent truth. Made so plain by our good Father in Heaven, that all feel and understand it, even down to 

brutes and creeping insects. The ant, who has toiled and dragged a crumb to his nest, will furiously defend 

the fruit of his labor, against whatever robber assails him. So plain, that the most dumb and stupid slave 

that ever toiled for a master, does constantly know that he is wronged. So plain that no one, high or low, 

ever does mistake it, except in a plainly selfish way; for although volume upon volume is written to prove 

slavery a very good thing, we never hear of the man who wishes to take the good of it, by being a slave 

himself. 

 

Most governments have been based, practically, on the denial of equal rights of men, as I have, in part, 

stated them; ours began, by affirming those rights. They said, some men are too ignorant, and vicious, to 

share in government. Possibly so, said we; and, by your system, you would always keep them ignorant, 

and vicious. We proposed to give all a chance; and we expected the weak to grow stronger, the ignorant, 

wiser; and all better, and happier together. 

 

[Source - http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/fragments-on-slavery/] 
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We made the experiment; and the fruit is before us. Look at it—think of it. Look at it, in it’s aggregate 

grandeur, of extent of country, and numbers of population—of ship, and steamboat, and rail— 


