
 

  Latin 202: Intermediate Latin 

 

 

 

 

Instructor: Dr. Michael S. Overholt 

Email: overholtm@cofc.edu 

Office Hours: By Appointment 

Office Location: JC Long 316 

Classics Department: Randolph 308 

Classics Website: classics.cofc.edu 

Classics Phone: (843) 953-6342 

 

This course qualifies for general education 

credit in foreign language according to the 

following criteria:  

1. Students read, write, and understand 

languages other than English. 

2. Students use their knowledge of 

languages other than English to 

analyze the perspectives of historical 

and/or modern cultures that can be 

obtained only through reading and/or 

listening to that language. 

These outcomes will be evaluated as a matter 

of course on all exams, with final assessment 

occurring on the final exam. 

 

  

Course Objectives 
Latin 202 is the first glimpse of what you have been working toward for the previous three Latin classes.  

You will spend the semester reading unaltered Latin text.  You can both congratulate yourselves for 
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persevering, and you can take a deep breath as we take the plunge.  We will incorporate intensive review 

of the Latin grammar and syntax alongside our readings.  This course emphasizes reading and 

comprehension within the author’s historical context.  We will divide class time between translating and 

discussion, reviewing material, and testing our knowledge of the work we’re reading.  In addition to the 

time we spend together, we should plan to spend several hours each day outside of class studying old 

material and carefully preparing new lessons. 

 

Activities 
The reading strategy that I teach is one I’ve often called the 

“onion reading” because the goal is to uncover a new layer of 

understanding with each reading.  The first reading is an aloud 

pronunciation of the Latin text.  Don’t aim to understand as 

much as to hear the Latin text and notice words that you do 

know.  The second reading is a word-by-word transliteration of 

the text, underlining or marking words that you’ll need to look 

up in a dictionary.  The third reading aims at comprehension.  

Feel free to use your dictionary or grammar book as needed.  You may find that by the third reading most 

of the words you didn’t recall at first you now remember.    During reading three, you should make any 

notes on vocab or grammar that help you get through the text, and you should record any questions you 

would like to ask in class.  Do not write out a translation.  The fourth reading should aim at putting it all 

together, reviewing sections as necessary so that you feel capable of providing a translation in class.  The 

final (fifth) reading takes place within 12 hours after class.  You’ll find that the discussions we have in 

class will come to mind and clarify sections that were previously more difficult. 

 

Textbooks 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius.  2005.  O tempora! O mores! Cicero’s Catilinarian orations: a student edition 

with historical essays. University of Oklahoma Press. ISBN 0-8061-3662-6 

 

Grading 
Grade Categories and Weighting 

 Class participation (5%) 

 OAKS Discussions (5%) 

 Shapiro Responses (10%) 

 Vocabulary quizzes (16%) 

 Content quizzes (24%) 

 Exams (20%) 

 Final Exam (20%) 

 

Descriptions of Grade Categories 

Class participation (5%).  Class participation is measured in the following way: 

 10/10: arrives punctually to class; has a clean text; reads from the Latin each time called upon; 

follows along in the Latin when others are reading; participates in class discussions; recognizes 

appropriate and inappropriate opportunities to contribute to class.  In short, by being a 

responsible, active member of the class who is ready to give best effort in translation, answer 

questions, ask questions, contribute in large and small groups, you can receive full credit. 
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 8/10: participates in the above activities most of the time. 

 ≤ 5/10: participates in the above activities in an irregular manner.   

Nota bene:  It is impossible to earn full credit for participation without attending class.  I do realize, 

however, that perfect attendance for an entire semester is difficult as I’ve attended my share of college 

classes.  Thus, I will measure your class participation at three different times throughout the semester: 

participation for Weeks 1-4 will receive a grade prior to Exam 1; participation for Weeks 5-8 prior to Exam 

2; participation for Weeks 9-15 prior to the final exam.  For example, if you earned a 5/10 for Weeks 1-4, 

you have the opportunity to improve your participation during Weeks 5-8 or Weeks 9-15. 

 

 

OAKS Discussions (5%).  You can earn the OAKS Discussion portion of your grade by contributing in 

the following manner.  You will participate in weekly online discussions through OAKS that I will 

moderate.  Your participation can occur: 

1. By asking questions about class content.  For example, you can post a question to me as follows: 

“On Monday, why did you translate Cat. 1.26-27 as . . .?” 

2. You can ask your fellow students a grammar-specific question.  For example, you can ask, “Does 

anyone know how to parse the main verb abutere at 1.1?  You may not ask translation questions 

prior to the due date like the following: “How did you translate 1.25-30?”  The difference is that 

the first question provides you with the means to translate the sentence correctly instead of 

getting a full-sentence translation from another person.  I will provide direction on appropriate 

question asking as needed. 

3. You can ask questions about Roman culture that is relevant to the reading. 

4. You can participate in answering the questions asked by your fellow students. 

To receive full participation credit in the discussions, you must complete the following by Sunday night at 

11:59 pm each week:  

 post one (1) question;  

 answer two (2) separate students’ questions. 

 

Shapiro Responses (10%).  I have assigned eleven (11) Shapiro Responses; ten will be counted, and your 

lowest will be dropped.  You can find these questions at the end of each Historical Essay section.  You 

will type your answers and submit them on OAKS in the corresponding folder under the 

Assignment/Dropbox Folders.  To find the correct folder, follow these stops: 

1. Got to the course website on OAKS. 

2. Select “Grades.” 

3. Select “Assignments/Dropbox.” 

4. Select the corresponding folder (Exempli gratia, select “Shapiro Response 1” for your first one). 

5. Click “Add a File.” 

6. Follow steps for uploading your file. 

You should aim to compose a paragraph (minimum of five sentences) for each question.  But let me be 

more clear.  If you look on page 168, you’ll notice that Shapiro has two (2) discussion questions.  

Question 2, however, has three questions within it.  I would expect you to turn in two paragraphs total; 

you do not need to compose one paragraph for each of the questions posed as sub-questions of Question 

2. 
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Vocabulary quizzes (16%).  There are 22 vocabulary quizzes (VQ).  I will count 16 of them and drop your 

lowest seven.  These quizzes are designed for the sole purpose of helping you remember vocabulary for 

the currently assigned reading.  Here’s how you can earn the VQ credit.   

1. Go to the course website on OAKS. 

2. Select “Grades.” 

3. Select “Quizzes.” 

4. Select “VQ 1” for the first reading that’s due on August 23.  You’ll notice that the VQ is 

available for two days and must be completed by 5 pm (30’ prior to class). 

5. Select “Start Quiz.”  You have 1’ to complete the quiz plus 1’ grace period (2’ total).  You can 

take the quiz an unlimited number of times, but I have set up the grade book to retain only your 

highest score.  There are 10 questions per quiz so you have a total of 12 seconds per problem.  Be 

prepared to take the quiz multiple times in case you need more assistance in memorizing key 

vocabulary words/phrases. 

6. Be sure to “Save” your quiz.  If you don’t save your quiz, your grade will not be submitted. 

Nota bene.  As a testing strategy, I encourage you to use the “onion reading” that I’ve described above 

before taking the VQ for that reading.  The VQ is set up to reinforce what you have learned using a 

learning technique called “retrieval.”  You will not benefit from taking the VQ straightaway and then 

trying to translate your assigned reading. 

 

 

Content Quizzes (24%). I have scheduled six Content Quizzes.  You will take these quizzes at the 

beginning of the Thursday class during weeks 2, 4, 6, 7, 10, and 14.  I will provide you with a practice 

quiz prior to your first so that you will know what kinds of exercises the quizzes will have.  Expect there 

to be a grammar section, translation from Latin to English, translation from English to Latin, and a short 

essay.  You should be able to complete the quiz in 25’. 

 

 

Exams (20%). Two exams will occur in the semester on the Tuesdays of Week 5 and Week 8 to test your 

ability to read the Latin text, explain grammar, and contextualize the content.  Because I use the quizzes 

to prepare you for the exams, you should expect the exams to resemble the quizzes in design but be 

greater in scope.  I will post practice exams online by the Sunday evening prior to the exams. 

 

 

Final Exam (20%).  The two semester exams prepare you for the final, but the final exam is 

comprehensive and thus larger in scope than the two semester exams.    

 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Grade Percentage 

A 93-100 C 73-76 

A- 90-92 C- 70-72 

B+ 87-89 D+ 67-69 

B 83-86 D 63-66 

B- 80-82 D- 60-62 

C+ 77-79 F ≤ 59 
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Course Policies (aka My Expectations) 
Attendance: In order to do well in this class, you should come to class every time, on time.  Attendance 

is one of the most important factors in successful language study, and class attendance is especially vital 

for this class because it meets only twice a week.  Exceptions, of course, will be made for students who 

miss class for a) religious holiday observance or b) documented illness, accident, or emergency. To 

receive an “Excused Absence” designation, you must fill out the form “Reason for Absence from Class.”  

You can find this form as a PDF on OAKS>Content>Course Materials.  To fill out the form, download 

the PDF to your computer and type in the information.  Please print the form and hand it to me at the 

beginning of class.   

 

 
Nota bene: I will automatically excuse two (2) absences.  If you miss more than two classes, your grade 

will be lowered according to the following scale unless you receive an excused absence for additional 

absences using the above form: 3-5 unexcused absences, final class grade lowered one percentage point for 

each absence; 6 or more unexcused absences, final class grade lowered two percentage points. 

 

 

Make-Up Quizzes and Exams: To be eligible for any make-up work, you must contact me within 24 

hours of missing class. I will not contact you myself to arrange make-up work. Make-up quizzes will be 

taken during my next scheduled office hours. Make-ups of scheduled tests and exams will only be offered 

to students who miss exams due to a) religious holiday observance or b) documented illness, accident, or 

emergency.  

 

 

Late Work:  You will not be able to make up   

 

 

Email Policies: I will probably e-mail you often with course information. This may include schedule and 

homework changes, policy updates, and quiz and extra credit announcements. Some messages will 

request a response. I recommend that you check your CofC email at least once a day during the semester. 

You can expect me to respond to emails within 24 hours during the week and 48 hours on the weekend.  

Also, to ensure your privacy, I can only respond to email from your official CofC email account.  

 

 

Technology: Laptops, tablets, cell phones, and other devices are not permitted in class without 

documented SNAP accommodation or other permission of the instructor. Please contact me if you wish to 

discuss using one of these devices.  

 

 

Accommodations: The College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented 

disabilities. Students should apply for services at the Center for Disability Services/SNAP located on the 

first floor of the Lightsey Center, Suite 104. Students approved for accommodations are responsible for 

notifying me as soon as possible and for contacting me one week before the accommodation is needed.  

 

 

Course Evaluations: You will have two opportunities to provide me with written, anonymous feedback 

about the course and my teaching—once at midterm and another at end of term. I use these evaluations to 

improve my teaching performance, and I especially appreciate thoughtful, constructive, and detailed 

comments. The midterm course evaluation will occur in class; the end of course evaluation will be 

available via OAKS. Just to be clear, both evaluations are anonymous, but I will not be able to read the 

final evaluation until after the submission of final grades.   
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College of Charleston Honor Code and Academic Integrity: Lying, cheating, attempted cheating, and 

plagiarism are violations of our Honor Code that, when identified, are investigated.  Each incident will be 

examined to determine the degree of deception involved. 

  

Incidents where the instructor determines the student’s actions are related more to a misunderstanding 

will be handled by the instructor.  A written intervention designed to help prevent the student from 

repeating the error will be given to the student.  The intervention, submitted by form and signed both by 

the instructor and the student, will be forwarded to the Dean of Students and placed in the student’s file.   

  

Cases of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported directly by the instructor and/or others having 

knowledge of the incident to the Dean of Students.  A student found responsible by the Honor Board for 

academic dishonesty will receive a XXF in the course, indicating failure of the course due to academic 

dishonesty.  This status indicator will appear on the student’s transcript for two years after which the 

student may petition for the XX to be expunged.  The F is permanent.  The student may also be placed on 

disciplinary probation, suspended (temporary removal) or expelled (permanent removal) from the College 

by the Honor Board. 

  

Students should be aware that unauthorized collaboration--working together without permission-- is a 

form of cheating.  Unless the instructor specifies that students can work together on an assignment, quiz 

and/or test, no collaboration during the completion of the assignment is permitted.   Other forms of 

cheating include possessing or using an unauthorized study aid (which could include accessing 

information via a cell phone or computer), copying from others’ exams, fabricating data, and giving 

unauthorized assistance. 

  

Research conducted and/or papers written for other classes cannot be used in whole or in part for any 

assignment in this class without obtaining prior permission from the instructor.  

  

Students can find the complete Honor Code and all related processes in the Student 

Handbook at        http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php 
 

  

http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php
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Course Schedule 
 

Week Date Reading Assignments 

Week 1  

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

 

21 August 

 
☐Syllabus ☐ Syllabus Quiz 

23 August ☐ Cat. 1.1-16 ☐ Vocab Quiz 1(VQ 1) 

– on  

OAKS 

 

Week 2 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

28 August ☐ Cat. 1.17-54 

 

☐ Historical Essay II 

(H2).2  

 

☐ VQ 2 

 

☐ H2.2 – Shapiro 

Response 1  

30 August ☐ Cat. 1.55-78 ☐ VQ 3 

 

☐ Content Quiz 1 

 

Week 3 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

 

4 September ☐ Cat. 1.79-115 

 

☐ H2.3  

☐ VQ 4 

 

☐ H2.3 – Shapiro 

Response 2 

 

6 September ☐ Cat. 1.116-136 ☐ VQ 5 

 

Classes on September 11 and 13 cancelled because of 

Hurricane Florence 
 

Week 4 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

18 September ☐ Cat. 1.137-169  

 

☐ H2.4  

☐ VQ 6 

 

☐ H2.4 – Shapiro 

Response 3 

 

20 September ☐ Cat. 1.170-196 ☐ VQ 7 

 

☐ Content Quiz 2 

 

Week 5 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

25 September  

 

☐ Exam I 

27 September ☐ Cat. 1.197-221  

☐ (Instructor 

Evaluation – in class) 

☐ VQ 8 

Week 6 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

2 October ☐ Cat. 1.222-254 

 

☐ H1.1-2 

 

☐ VQ 9 

 

☐ H1.2 – Shapiro 

Response 4 
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4 October ☐ Cat. 1.255-270 ☐ VQ 10 

 

☐ Content Quiz 3 

 

6 October ☐ Cat. 1.271-302 **This class is a makeup 

from Hurricane Florence.  

We’ll read the section 

together. 

Week 7 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

9 October ☐ Cat. 1.303-339 

 

☐ H1.3-4 

 

☐ VQ 11 

 

☐ H1.3 – Shapiro 

Response 5 

 

 

October 11 was cancelled because of Hurricane Michael 
 

Week 8 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

16 October ☐ Cat. 1.340-350 

 

 

☐ VQ 12 

 

☐ Content Quiz 4 

 

18 October ☐ Cat. 1.351-71 

☐ H1.8 

☐ Review 

 

☐ VQ 13 

☐ H1.8 – Shapiro 

Response 6 

Week 9 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

23 October  

  

 

☐ Exam II 

 

25 October ☐ Cat. 4.1-33 ☐ VQ 14 

 

Week 10 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

30 October ☐ Cat. 4.34-65 

 

☐ VQ 15 

1 November ☐ Cat. 4.66-95 

 

☐ H2.5 

 

☐ VQ 16 

 

☐ H2.5 – Shapiro 

Response 7 

 

Week 11 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

8 November (Thursday) ☐ Cat. 4.96-120 ☐ VQ 17 

 

☐ Content Quiz 5 

 

10 November (Saturday) ☐ Cat. 4.154-191 

 

☐ H2.6 

 

☐ VQ 18 

 

☐ H2.6 – Shapiro 

Response 8 

 

Week 12 13 November ☐ Cat. 4.192-235 ☐ VQ 19 
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☐Weekly 

Discussion 

 

15 November ☐ Cat. 4.236-261 

 

☐ H2.7 

 

☐ VQ 20 

 

☐ H2.7 – Shapiro 

Response 9 

 

Week 13 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

20 November ☐ Cat. 4.262-295 

 

☐ H2.8 

 

☐ VQ 21 

 

☐ H2.8 – Shapiro 

Response 10 

 

Week 14 

 

☐Weekly 

Discussion 

27 November ☐ Cat. 4.296-329 ☐ VQ 22 

 

29 November ☐ H2.9 

☐ Review 

 

☐ H2.9 – Shapiro 

Response 11 

 

☐ Content Quiz 6 

 

Exam Week Friday, 7 December 

2018 

 

--- ☐ Final Exam 

 

 

*To see the Fall 2018 Academic Calendar, click here. 

**Course Schedule is subject to change. 

http://registrar.cofc.edu/pdf/exam-schedule-fall2018.pdf
http://registrar.cofc.edu/pdf/ac-2018fall.pdf

