
FYSE 114 Mid-Term Exam Preview 
 

Description:   
This test consists of two parts: a timed, class-period component that you will take on OAKS on 
Thursday, October 21 from 12:15-1:30, and a take-home essay that will be due in the OAKS 
assignment folder before class that day.  Both sections are open-book and open-note.   
 
Section 1 (During the class period):  Answer 5 out of 6; 10 pts. each; 50 pts. overall 
You will be asked to discuss the significance of 5 quotes taken from the works we’ve read in 
class.  You should write a short essay for each quote you choose, identifying the work and 
author, the speaker and context, and the quote’s significance to themes/concerns of the larger 
work and, if relevant, to the course in general.  
 
 You will take the Mid-Term Exam using the OAKS quiz function.   

1. Log onto our OAKS class site.  Under the “Grades” menu item, click on “Quizzes.”   
2. Select “Mid-Term Exam” and take the test.  The “Mid-Term Exam” option won’t appear 

until 12:15 p.m. on Thursday, October 21. 
3. Make sure all of your answers have been checked as “saved” before you submit the test.  

 
Section 2 (Due in OAKS assignment folder before class on Oct. 21): 50 points 
In a well-organized essay, discuss one of the topics below.  Your essay should include an overall 
thesis, and it should discuss all 4 authors we’ve read.  It may be no more than 3 pages long. 
 

1.  The Gothic Family 
We’ve talked a lot this semester about characteristics associated with the Gothic family-
-absent mothers, good fathers/bad fathers, stepfamilies, forced marriages, good 
marriages, etc.  Discuss how some of these elements play out in the works we’ve read 
this semester.  How do various authors use or perhaps undermine these elements?  
Why are they important?  What do they show about general views of women or about 
the expected roles of women in society? 
 

2.  Romance vs. Realism 
How do the writers we’ve read this semester represent the pull between romance and 
realism in their works (between rationality and the supernatural, perhaps)?  Do they 
believe society pressures women to expect idealized, romanticized lives or does it 
encourage women to live more realistically?  Do we see characters themselves torn 
between realistic and romantic world-views?  If so, how are these warring ideologies 
resolved?  Can they be resolved? Is romance even the province of a single gender?   
 

3.  Gothic Places/Geographies 
Discuss either the human-made places—the castles, abbeys, manor houses, 
laboratories, etc.—or the natural geographies—the moors, forests, mountains, glaciers, 
and so on—that we see in the works we’ve read so far this semester.  Why are these 
places important? What do they say about the Female Gothic or about views of women 
in general? 


