


• James Lundquist:  “…the 
novel’s structure relies on 
“compounded absurdity”

• Jerome Klinkowitz: discusses 
the book’s “madly 
rebounding absurdity” 

• Robert Tally:  Campbell must 
ultimately recognize “the 
absurdity of the human 
condition"

• Andrew Hicks: notices “the 
patent absurdities” of “Nazis 
playing ping-pong” and of the 
“Black Fuehrer of Harlem”

From 1996 Keith Gordon film version of Mother Night, starring Nick Nolete



White Plains Hall, 
New York, April 24, 
1938





William Joyce, “Lord Haw-Haw”
(Howard W. Campbell, Jr. in the novel)





William Joyce in an 
ambulance, shortly 
after his capture by 
British officers in 1945



Wolf Mittler John Amery Charles Cousens



Fred Kaltenback—Lord Hee-Haw





William Dudley 
Pelley (The 
Reverend Doctor 
Lionel J.D. Jones 
in the novel)



• Anti-Semitic and pro-
Nazi  propaganda 
published in Asheville, NC 
by William J. Pelley 



The Silver Legion



In Sedition Trial of 1942, defendants indicted for:

Conspiring to destroy the moral and faith and confidence of the members of the 
military and naval forces of the United States and the people of the United States in 
their public officials and republican form of government; conspiring to seize upon and 
use and mis-use the right of freedom of speech and of the press to spread their 
disloyal doctrines, intending and believing that any nation allowing its people the 
right of freedom of speech is powerless to defend itself against enemies masquerading 
as patriotic; and seeking to obstruct, impede, bread down and destroy the proper 
functioning of its republican form of government under the guise of honest criticism; 
conspiring to render the Government of the United States bereft of the faith and 
confidence of the members of the military and naval forces and of the people, and 
thereby render that government powerless to defend the nation or the people against 
armed attach from without or treachery from within.

Exact wording appears in Mother Night for Lionel J.D. Jones’ indictment 
(Mother Night, 68)



The Light in the Dark (silent 
film based on Pelley’s story, 
“White Faith”)



Degenerate Art 
Exhibit, Munich, 
1937



August Klapprott on right (August Krapptauer in 
the novel)

Father Charles Coughlin 
(Father Keeley in the novel)



Bund Rally, Madison Square Garden, February, 1939



Camp Nordland



Joint rally of the Ku Kluz Klan and the Bund, Camp Nordland, August 18, 1940. Klapprott is 
shown shaking hands with James Bell, Grand Dragon of the KKK





Father Charles 
Coughlin 

(Father Keeley 
in the novel)





Members of the Christian Mobilizers in New York, 1940 The Christian Front recruiting 
poster



Sufi Abdul 
Hamid 

(Robert Sterling 
Wilson in the 

novel)





Newspaper Accounts from the New York Times and the Jewish Daily Bulletin
identifying Sufi Abdul Hamid as a “Black Hitler”



Journalist Ted Poston



Vonnegut and the editors of Shortridge High School’s Daily Echo, circa 1940;
Vonnegut in back row, far left



New York Times
front page 
article

The Pittsburgh 
Courier, Aug. 6, 
1938






