“We are what we
pretend to be,

SO we must be careful |
about what
we pretend to be.”
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From 1996 Keith*Gordon film version of Mother Night, starring Nick Nolete

James Lundquist: “...the
novel’s structure relies on

“compounded absurdity”

Jerome Klinkowitz: discusses
the book’s “madly
rebounding absurdity”
Robert Tally: Campbell must
ultimately recognize “the
absurdity of the human
condition”

Andrew Hicks: notices “the
patent absurdities” of “Nazis
playing ping-pong” and of the
“Black Fuehrer of Harlem”




White Plains Hall,
New York, April 24,
1938
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WRITE..P.0.BOX. 161, JERSEY CITY, N.J.




William Joyce, “Lord Haw-Haw”
(Howard W. Campbell, Jr. in the novel)







William Joyce in an
ambulance, shortly
after his capture by
British officers in 1945




Wolf Mittler John Amery Charles Cousens
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Fred Kaltenback—Lord Hee







William Dudley
Pelley (The
Reverend Doctor
ionel J.D. Jones
in the novel)




* Anti-Semitic and pro-
Nazi propaganda
published in Asheville, NC
by William J. Pelley
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In Sedition Trial of 1942, defendants indicted for:

Conspiring to destroy the moral and faith and confidence of the members of the
military and naval forces of the United States and the people of the United States in
their public officials and republican form of government; conspiring to seize upon and
use and mis-use the right of freedom of speech and of the press to spread their
disloyal doctrines, intending and believing that any nation allowing its people the
right of freedom of speech 1s powerless to defend 1tself against enemies masquerading
as patriotic; and seeking to obstruct, impede, bread down and destroy the proper
functioning of its republican form of government under the guise of honest criticism;
conspiring to render the Government of the United States bereft of the faith and
confidence of the members of the military and naval forces and of the people, and
thereby render that government powerless to defend the nation or the people against
armed attach from without or treachery from within.

Exact wording appears in Mother Night for Lionel J.D. Jones’ indictment
(Mother Night, 68)



The Light in the Dark (silent
film based on Pelley’s story,
“White Faith”)



Degenerate Art
Exhibit, Munich,
1937
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Father Charles Coughlin
(Father Keeley in the novel)

August Klapprott on right (August Krapptauer in
the novel)
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Camp Nordland



Joint rally of the Ku Kluz Klan and the Bund, Camp Nordland, August 18, 1940. Klapprott is
shown shaking hands with James Bell, Grand Dragon of the KKK



Batiles at Bund Rally Put New York in Uproar—Pass

Police and uniformed German-American bund storm troopers struggle over Isadore Greenhaum when he jumped to stage

at bund rally in New York’s Madison Square Garden last night. At left, Leader Fritz Kubn, his speech interrupted, watches.
[Associated Press Wirephoto.] (Story on page 1.)




Father Charles
Coughlin

(EEECEEEY
in the novel)




NATIONAL WEEKLY
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Founded 1936 by Father Coughlin

Royal Oek. Micdgas March 30,1942

JEWS pL0T 10 BAN
SUGIAL JUSTIGE

(See Pages 3, 4)

MacArthur Can
Whip the Japs-—
But Can F.D.R.?

(See Pages 6,7)

Why Mohandas Gandhi
“ cars at Lom Llotll’.

(Page 11)

POLITICS AND WE ARE NOT PACANISTIC TREND
THE $0-HOTR * ON THE * N AMERICAN




“Under the Light of the Cross”

THE CHRISTIAN FRONT
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Sufi Abdul

Hamid
(Robert Sterling

Wilson in the

o liaa - s -




—

" HARLEM

RO

BY CLAUDE McKAY




it e
. N

AR
z ofect.

palgn
sanls';swo.ot
M' yan of the
rectors, Itscen-
ng & new scl-

}

| making a speech in public without &

-

S

l":: u; ‘m NM year,

(HARLEM'S ‘HITLER
JAILED FOR SPEECH

éburt Calls Sufi Abdul Hamid
‘Imposter and Faker' Before

150 Negro Followers.

ONCE A PRIVATE DETECTIVE

Philosophy Student, Said to
Have Urged Atheism.

Negro known to his
Magistrate Thomas Auerlio

house for twenty days.
Ho was convicted on charges

.
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Sudanese, a Former Soldier and
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Turbaned ‘Black Hitler’ Invokes
Bogey Man Against Jews Here

His head swathed in a white
turban, Sufi Abdul Hamid, the
“black Hitler" of Harlem, looked
ominous yesterday. Bul what he
had to say to a Jewish Daily Bul-
letin reported was even more
ominous.

Speaking slowly and weighing
his words carefully, he tacitly in-
dicated that unless the Jewish
merchants of Harlem stop their
drive against him, he will invoke
powerful Oriental secret societies
to plague the Jewish race.

“I have connections with socie-
ties in Tripoli, Tunis, Palestine,
Hedjaz, and other countries,” he
warned, “and my patience is being
exhausted. After all, I am only
human. I can make a great deal
of trouble for the Jewsa.

Milk and Honey

“Until now I have treated Har-
lem Jewish merchante with the
milk of human kindness, But I

may have to adopt different tac-|.

uca."

Hamid is head of the Negro In-
dustrial Clerical Alliance which is
avowedly endeavoring to force
Harlem Jewish merchants to hire
members of his organization, He
says there are between eleven and
14,000 members in his organiza-
tion,

Hamid who has been accused of

inciting Negroes against Jews, ]|,

will be the subject of an Anti-
Nazi Minute Men meeting across
the street from Hamid’: rally this
Saturday night,

The Harlem Citizens Committee
for Fair Play, represcenting 200

organizations fighting to have|.

Harlem merchants hire Negroes,
has outlawed the Negro Industrial
Clerical Alliance, Hamid's organ-
fzation, it was learned yesterday
from Fred H. Moore, member of
the committee and editor of the
New York Age.

Newspaper Accounts from the New York Times and the Jewish Daily Bulletin
identifying Sufi Abdul Hamid as a “Black Hitler”
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Vonnegut and the editors of Shortridge High School’s Daily Echo, circa 1940;
Vonnegut in back row, far left



Sufi Abdul Hamid, In
Stormy Court Scene,
Held Without Bail

— —m— -

By LOU LAYNE

Haled into court on a comparative-
lv minne rharoe Sufi Ahdnl Hamad
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JUDGE LANDIS

Yankee Outfielder Suspended for Nasty Remark Dur
ing Broadcast.

“TEN DAYS.” SAYS JUDGE LANDIS

The Pittsburgh
Courier, Aug. 6,
1938









