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ARTICLE SUMMARY 
 
For this assignment, you will choose one of the following critical articles on Frankenstein to 
summarize.  These are all articles that appear on the syllabus, but that we will not have discussed 
in class before the paper is due: 
 

▪ James A.W. Heffernan, “Looking at the Monster:  Frankenstein and Film” (online) 
▪ Anne K. Mellor, “Possessing Nature:  The Female in Frankenstein” (online) 
▪ H.L. Malchow, “Frankenstein’s Monster and Images of Race in Nineteenth-Century Britain” 

(through Part II, p. 113) (online) 
 
As you know, a summary presents the contents of a longer piece in a condensed form. I am not 
asking you to critique or evaluate the critical article in this essay—but simply to give your reader 
as fair, objective, and thorough a sense of the article as you can in a short synopsis of it.  You 
should try to be as clear and understandable in your summary as possible.  You will need to 
decide what the author's main thesis is and what his or her main supporting points are.  You will 
have to decide what is important enough to include in your summary, and what you can omit.  In 
addition, you should choose language appropriate for your audience (your classmates).  You may 
need to translate some difficult or jargon-y word choices and phrases into clearer or more readily 
accessible language.  
 
Format:  The paper should be approximately 4 pages long.  It should include a works cited page 
that lists bibliographic information for the critical article you chose to summarize. 
 
Due Dates:   
Rough Draft:  Monday, February 19 
Final Version:  Friday, February 23 
 
Grading:  This paper counts toward 15% of your final course grade.  When I grade this paper, I will 
pay particular attention to the following items: 
 

• Clarity of expression:  Your summary should be clearly written and easy to understand. 

• Accuracy:  Your summary should be a fair and accurate portrayal of the arguments made in 
the article you have chosen.   

• Thoroughness:  You summary should be as thorough as possible in the short space allowed.   

• Language:  You should use appropriate sentence structure, word choice, and grammar in your 
essay.  
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