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Your students will catch “math fever” with these hands-on activities, 
games, and catchy tunes.   Key concepts recommended by the National 
Council for the Teachers of Mathematics include: 
 
COUNTING AND CARDINALITY 
 
OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING 
 
NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN 
 
MEASUREMENT AND DATA 
 
GEOMETRY 
 
 
Standards are meant to be guidelines to insure that all students get the 
“basics” they need to be successful in math throughout their educational 
career and life.  I would add these goals to the above standards: 
 
MATH IS FUN. 
 
MATH MAKES SENSE. 
 
MATH IS REAL. 
 
I AM A MATHEMETICIAN!  
 
 
Remember that math doesn’t occur solely at “math time.”  Children learn 
math as you do the calendar, take the lunch count, pass out books, play 
board games, keep score at PE, repeat a pattern in music, follow 
recipes…it’s a part of our daily lives.  When you are familiar with the 
standards you can take advantage of those “teachable moments” by 
making those connections and making math meaningful. 

 
 
 



MATH TOOLS 
 
Here are some tools that you can use in multiple ways to develop math 
concepts. 
 
HIGHWAY NUMBER VESTS 
Highway shapes and numbers can be downloaded free at 
makingleanringfun.com.  Place these in clear sheet protectors, punch 
holes at the top, and tie on strings so they can be worn around the neck. 
*Make your own math signs (+ -  =  <  >) to use with these activities. 
 
Writing Numerals – Children can trace over numerals with toy cars or they can 
roll play dough and place it on top of the numerals.  They can also trace over 
numerals with a dry erase marker and erase. 
 
Counting – Have children get in numerical order according to the number 
they are wearing. 
 
Songs – Wear number vests as you sing “Five Little Monkeys,” “I Know An Old 
Lady Who Swallowed a One,” and other songs. 
 
Inequalities  - Put up two numbers and have children choose “<” or “>” to go 
between them.  
 
Addition and Subtraction – Have children make number sentences using the 
numbers and signs on the vests. 
 
Fact Families – Move numbers around to demonstrate different fact families. 
 
Decomposing Numbers – Call out a number.  Children find a friend to equal 
that amount. 
 
Tens and Ones – Let children demonstrate tens and ones with vests. 
 
Word Problems – Use number vests to engage children in solving word 
problems. 
 
Dot to Dot -  Pass out numbers and have children scatter around the 
room.  Give one child a large pointer.  That child takes the pointer and  
goes from “0” through “10” by “connecting the dots.” 
 
Highway Shapes – Do similar activities by putting highway shapes in clear sheet 
protectors. 



DOING DOT CARDS 
*These can be downloaded free from several sites on the internet. 
 
One to One 
Children match up pompoms, beans, erasers, pebbles, and other small 
objects with dots on cards. 
 
Dot Flash 
The teacher quickly holds up a dot card and then places it face down.  
The children hold up that number of fingers on their chest.  Ask, “How did 
you know it was that number?” 
Clip It 
Children use the appropriate number of paper clips or clothespins to 
attach to the dot cards. 
 
Copy Cat 
The teacher holds up a dot card.  The children try to reproduce the 
pattern with their own counters. 
 
Sorting 
Sort dot cards by amount.  Sort odd and even cards. 
 
Line Up 
Students line up the dot cards in numerical order from largest to smallest 
or smallest to largest. 
 
Matching 
Match dot cards with dots on dice. 
Match dot cards with ten frames with the same amount. 
Make puzzle games where children match dots with numerals or words. 
 
Partner Count 
Cards are placed face down on the table.  One card is turned over and 
the first child to say the number gets to keep the card.  The partner must 
count the dots to verify it’s correct. 
*To make the game more challenging, ask them to say one more than 
the quantity of dots, one less, two more, etc. 
 
Memory 
Run off two sets of dot cards.  Place them face down on the floor.  One 
child at a time turns over two cards.  If the cards match they make keep 
them and take another turn.  If the cards don’t match, they are turned 
back over and the next child takes a turn. 
 



 
TEN FRAME 
*Five, ten, and twenty frames are available to download on the internet. 
 
Building Sets 
Call out a number and demonstrate how to place the counters in the 
frame starting on the left.  Remind them to always start with the first frame 
on the left. 
*Turn the frame vertically to make sets. 
*Can you place the counters in a different way? 
 
Rock and Roll 
Children take one or two dice, roll them, and build that amount. 
 
Flash 
Show a numeral or dot card.  Challenge children to make the set on their 
frame. 
 
Addition and Subtraction 
Place counters for the first addend on the top row and the second 
addend in the bottom row.  How many altogether? 
*Take away counters for subtraction problems. 
 
REKENREK 
 
Rekenrek comes from the Netherlands and is basically an arithmetic (or 
calculating) rack.  It’s a visual way for children to develop a strong sense 
of 5 and 10.  Children can use the rekenrek to count, add, or decompose 
numbers.  Smaller versions of the rekenrek have two rows of ten 
beads.  Five red beads and five white beads.  (Versions for older students 
have more rows.)  You can purchase these or make your own from fun 
foam or cardboard, pipe cleaners, and pony tail beads.  String 10 beads 
(5 of each color) on the pipe cleaner and attach it to the fun foam. 
 
Counting and Cardinality 
Say a number or hold up a numeral card.  Children slide beads to show 
the amount.  Touch the beads and count. 
Make a set.  What is one more?  Two more?  One less? 
Make sets between 10-20. 
 
Addition and Subtraction 
3 + 4 = Show me. 
If I had 5 stuffed animals and I got 2 more for my birthday, how many 
would I have?  Can you show me? 



SHAPE AND NUMERAL STICKS 
*Glue magnetic numbers and shapes to jumbo craft sticks using a strong 
craft glue such as E6000. 
 
Numeral Recognition 
Pass out numeral sticks to children.  Can they walk around the room and 
match up their numeral with classroom print? 
*Let children hold up appropriate sticks as you sing or say rhymes. 
 
Shape Hunt 
Pass out shape sticks for children to match in the classroom.  Are the 
shapes flat or solid? 
 
Can You Find? 
Children walk around the room and find a number less than theirs.  Can 
they find a number that’s greater?  Can they find a number that’s the 
same? 
 
Number Friends 
Call out a number.  Students have to find a friend whose stick added to 
theirs makes the sum.  Record the different combinations. 
 
Numerical Order 
Can children  get in order from 0-9? 

 
MATH OFFICE 
Tape two file folders together for each child.  Glue copies of math 
concepts you are working on to the folders.  For example, a hundreds  
chart, days of the week, months of the year, shapes, and so forth.  Use a  
pipe cleaner and pony beads to make an abacus and attach at the top.  
 
SHOW ME CARDS 
*Make a set of “show me” cards for each child by writing the numerals  
0-10 on 3” squares of heavy cardstock.   Have children store these cards 
in a zip bag in their desk.  When you have a few extra minutes, ask the  
children to get their cards and arrange them on the floor or table in  
numerical order from 0-10.  Use the cards for some of the games below.   
 
How Many?  Clap, snap, or stomp a set.  Show me how many.  How many  
toes do you have?  Show me.     
Sets - Make a set with felt pieces on the flannel board.  Show me how many. 
Mystery Number -  I’m thinking of a number between 4 and 6.  Show me.  
I’m thinking of a number two more than seven.  Show me. 
 



 
WHAT’S IN YOUR MATH CENTER? 
 
Counting books 
Shape books 
Paper, pencils, graph paper, adding machine tape 
Magnetic numerals and shapes 
Flannel board with geometric shapes cut out of felt 
Rekenrek 
Dot cards 
Five and ten frames 
 
Counters:              shells, rocks, buttons, toothpicks, keys, bottle caps, peanuts,  
           pasta, paint chips, erasers, small toys, craft sticks, birthday  

candles, hairbows, small cars, crayons, party favors, leaves 
 

Sorting:  sorting box, divided serving dishes, flannel board and felt 
   pieces 
 
One-to-One: muffin pan, ice cube tray, tens frame 
 
Numbers:  dice, deck of cards, number puzzles, tactile numerals,  

dominoes, board games, dot cards 
 

Patterns:  pattern blocks, sewing beads, peg board, unifix cubes 
 
Counting:  dice, number line, hundreds chart, counting cubes 
 
Geometry:  geoboard, felt shapes, attribute blocks, 3 dimensional 
   shapes, tangrams 
 
Time:   toy clock, stop watch, minute timer 
 
Money:  play money, US coins, foreign coins, coupons 
 
Measurement: ruler, tape measure, balance scale, measuring cups and spoons 
 
Addition &   unifix cubes, calculator, rekenrek, tens frame, math mat 
Subtraction  games  
 
 
 
 
 



COUNTING AND CARDINALITY 
 
Know number names and count in sequence. 
 
Noodles 
One small noodle    (Hold up one finger.) 
On my noodle plate.     
Salt and pepper,  
Tastes just great.   (Pretend to shake salt.) 
Mother’s going to the store.    
Mother, mother, get some more.  
Two…Three…Four… 
Five small noodles    (Hold up five fingers.) 
On my noodle plate. 
Salt and pepper,    (Pretend to shake salt.) 
Tastes just great. 
Mother, mother, I am stuffed. 
I think that I have had enough!  (Hands on tummy.) 
 
Alligator and Monkeys  (“Dr. Jean & Friends” CD) 
Five little monkeys    (Hold up 5 fingers.) 
Swinging from a tree, 
Teasing Mr. Alligator,  (Point finger as if teasing.) 
“Can’t catch me!   
You can’t catch me!”  (Shake head “no.”) 
Along came Mr. Alligator  (Put palms together and slowly 
Quiet as can be,   move like an alligator.) 
And snatched a monkey  (Open and clap palms as if 
Right out of the tree!  chomping on something.) 
Four…three…two…one 
“Missed me, missed me!  (Put open hands on either side 
Now you gotta kiss me!”  of your head and wiggle.) 
 
Five Little Hotdogs  (“Just for Fun” CD) 
Five little hotdogs      (Hold up 5 fingers.) 
Frying in the pan. 
The grease got hot, 
And one went BAM!    (Clap hands.) 
Four…One… 
No little hotdogs     (Hold up fist.) 
Frying in the pan. 
The pan got hot, 
And it went BAM!     (Clap hands and say the last word loudly.) 



Ten Little Friends 

Ten little friends      (Hold up fingers.) 
Went out to play      (Wiggle.) 
On a very bright 
And sunny day. 
And they took a little walk. 
Walk, walk, walk.     (Walk fingers in front of your body.) 
And they had a little talk. 
Talk, talk, talk.     (Put fingertips together.) 
They climbed a great big hill   (Move fingers over your head.) 
And stood on the top very still. (Keep hands still.) 
Then they all tumbled down (Roll hands around and down.) 
And fell to the ground. 
We’re so tired,      (Hold up fingers.) 
They all said. 
So they all went home 
And went to bed. 
10 – 9 – 8 – 7 – 6 –    (Put down fingers one at a time as you 
5 – 4 – 3 – 2 – 1.     count backwards and lower your voice.) 
Good night!     (Lay head on hands.) 
 
Macarena Math (“Better Bodies and Brains”) 
1  (Right arm out palm down.) 
2  (Left arm out palm down.) 
3  (Right palm up.) 
4  (Left palm up.) 
5  (Right hand on left shoulder.) 
6  (Left hand on right shoulder.) 
7  (Right hand behind head.) 
8  (Left hand behind head.) 
9  (Right hand on left hip.) 
10  (Left hand on right hip.) 
(Clap two times.) 
That is one ten.  (Hold up one finger.) 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 (clap clap)   
That is two tens.   
21…100 
 
*Make a poster to illustrate the different verses in the song.  (Use a 
different color for each verse.)  Point to the numerals as you sing the song. 
 

 

 



Zero the Hero Number Stomp  (“Just for Fun” CD) 
I am Zero the Hero and I’m here to say, 
I love to do numbers every 10th day. 
When we make sets of ten we’ll stomp the ground. 
And when we reach 100, we’ll sit back down! 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 (Stomp!). 
Let’s count another ten. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 (Stomp!) 
Two tens, let’s go some more… 
Three tens, you’re catching on. 
Four tens, you’re doing fine. 
Five tens, you’re half way there. 
Six tens, you’re on a roll. 
Seven tens, what a cool game. 
Eight tens, you’re doing great. 
Nine tens, we’re near the end. 
Ten tens is 100, now it’s time to sit down! 
 
Activities:  Stand like a super hero with feet out and hands on hips.  Point 
to numbers on a chart or hold up fingers. 
Make a conga line by standing in a line facing forward with hands on the 
waist of the person in front of you.  Alternate sticking out your right and left 
foot as you count. 
 
Country Countdown 1-20 (“Totally Math” CD) 
All right all you cowboys and cowgirls. 
Time to count ‘em up and count ‘em down with me. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20   
Turn around and count back down.                             
20 19 18 ….. 
Let’s do it again… 
Let’s kick it up and do it fast this time… 
 

Pump Up to 100 (“Move It Learn It” CD) 
Pick up your weights and let’s count! 
1-20 as you do bicep curls 
21-40 for shoulder press 
41-60 tricep press 
61-80 butterfly press 
81-100 overhead press   
Whew!  (Wipe brow!!!) 
* Use different body parts for counting to 100.  Touch head as you count1- 
10.  Touch shoulders from 11-20.  Touch knees from 21-30, and so forth. 



Circle Count - Children stand in a circle.  The first child says “one,” and 
children continue counting around the circle.  When you get to ten or a 
set of ten, that child must sit down.  Continue counting until you get to 100 
and then start all over again.  The last child standing is the winner. 

I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a One   

(Traditional tune:  “I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly”) 
I know an old lady who swallowed a one. (Hold up 1 finger.) 
She said it was fun to swallow a one.  She’s just begun. 
I know an old lady who swallowed a two—   (Hold up 2 fingers.) 
What a thing to do, to swallow a two! 
She swallowed the two right after the one; 
What number fun! 
I know an old lady who swallowed a three; (Hold up 3 fingers.) 
By gosh, golly, gee, she swallowed a three! 
I know an old lady who swallowed a four; (Hold up 4 fingers.) 
Her throat got sore from sharp-cornered four. 
I know an old lady who swallowed a five; (Hold up 5 fingers.) 
That jumped and jived and did a dive. 
I know an old lady who swallowed a six. (Hold up 6 fingers.) 
I think she’s sick; she swallowed a six. 
I know an old lady who swallowed a seven.(Hold up 7 fingers.) 
It wasn’t an eight, nine, ten, or eleven. 
I know an old lady who swallowed an eight.  (Hold up 8 fingers.) 
She cleaned her plate and ate all of eight. 
I know an old lady who swallowed a nine. (Hold up 9 fingers.) 
I don’t think she’s fine—she swallowed a nine. 
I know an old lady who swallowed a ten. (Hold up 10 fingers.) 
She giggled and grinned and swallowed a ten…And that’s the end. 
 
Math Line Up  
A Pringle’s can or icing can and poker chips are all you’ll need to make 
this game.  Write the numerals 1-25 (or however many children there are 
in your room) on the chips with a permanent marker.  Cut a 2”x ½” slit in 
the lid and insert the chips.  When it’s time to line up, pass the can around 
and have each child select a chip.  The child with “1” on the chip puts his 
chip in the can and lines up, followed by the child with “2,” and so on. 
*Vary the game by starting with different numbers.  
 
Board Games – Children won’t realize they are learning as they play 
board games like “Sorry” and “Chutes and Ladders.” 
*There are several sites where you can download free blank game 
patterns and design your own games based on specific skills. 
 



Write numbers. 
 
Chant and Write  (“Totally Math” CD) 
(Children echo each line as you slap thighs to the beat.) 
Zero is where it all begins-  (Make a zero with thumb and index finger.) 
Curve down around and up again. 
Number one is so much fun— (Hold up one finger.) 
Pull straight down and you’ve got a one. 
Number two is easy to do—  (Hold up two fingers.) 
Up around down and across makes two. 
Number three is simple to see—  (Hold up three fingers.) 
Draw two humps sideways and that’s a three. 
Number four I do adore— 
Go down, across, then down some more. 
We’ve reached five, now let’s not stop— 
Pull down, circle round, put a hat on top. 
Number six is easy to fix— 
Big curve, small loop will give you six. 
Number seven is really sizzlin’— 
Straight across, slant down, and that’s a seven. 
Number eight isn’t very straight— 
Make “S” then back up for an eight. 
Number nine I think you’re fine— 
A loop on top of a long straight line. 
Number ten we’ve reached the end— 
Put a one by a zero and count again: 
1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10! 
 
*Write numerals in the air as you chant. 
 
Sensory Writing 
 Squirt shaving cream (non-menthol) on a table or smooth surface.  
Children can write numerals in the shaving cream. 
*Have children trace numerals in a sand tray or sand box. 
*Make dotted numerals using water soluble markers.  Put a drop of glue 
on top of each dot.  Dry.  
 
Play Dough Plates 
Write numerals on plastic plates with a permanent marker.  Children roll 
play dough and place it on top of the numbers.   
*Can they make a set that equals that mount? 
 
 
 



OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING 
 
Understand addition as putting together and adding to, and understand 
subtraction as taking apart and taking from. 
 
Addition Pokey   
(Tune:  “Hokey Pokey” – Totally Math CD) 
Put 1 finger in.    (Hold up  finger on right hand.) 
Put 1 finger more.   (Hold up 1 finger on left hand.) 
Shake them altogether   (Roll around.) 
And then lay them on the floor.  (Place on floor or table.) 
Add them both together,  (Bring hands together.) 
And you don’t want to stall. 
Now you have 2 in all. 
2 fingers…3 fingers…4 fingers…5 fingers 
 
*Do “Addition Pokey” with other facts. 
 
Hint!  Use “equal” and “the same as” interchangeably.  Teach children 
sign language for “equal” by sticking out fingers horizontally and 
touching. 
 
Hi Ho Adding We’ll Go 
(Tune:  “The Farmer in the Dell”) 
1 plus 1 equals 2  (Hold up fingers as you sing.) 
1 plus 1 equals 2 
Hi, ho, adding we’ll go. (Roll hands around.) 
1 plus 1 equals 2 
 
Hands Up Addition 
Cut hands out of construction paper and glue down the palms.  Bend the 
fingers on each hand to make sets.   
*Use for addition, more/less, etc. 
 
Math Mat 
You will need a square sheet of paper to make a math mat.   
Draw lines similar to the ones shown.  Explain that the line in the middle is 
like the equal sign in an equation.  What is on one side has to equal what 
is on the other side.  Demonstrate how to make a set in the top left section 
and a set in the top right section.  Count.  Pull down the objects into the 
bottom section and count how many altogether.   
*Use divided plates in a similar manner.  
 



 

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN 
 
Work with numbers to gain a foundation for place value. 
 
Count with Style 
Count each “ten” with a different style. 
Quiet 1’s (Whisper) 
Terrible Teens (Growl) 
Roaring 20’s (Loud) 
Twisty 30’s (Do the twist) 
Jumpy 40’s (Jump) 
Flying 50’s (Spread arms) 
Sick 60’s (Hold nose and pretend you have a cold) 
Spooky 70’s (Ghost voice) 
Flip Pancakes 80’s (Pretend to flip pancakes) 
Laughing 90’s (Hold stomach and laugh) 
Jump and Cheer for 100!!! 
 
Bundles of Ten 
Make a T chart similar to the one shown with “tens” and “ones” at the top.  
Let each child count out ten craft sticks and wrap a rubber band around 
them.   That’s one ten.  Children place the bundle on the left.  They can 
choose additional craft sticks to place in the “ones” section.   First, 
children just need to explore making sets 11-19.  Then the teacher can call 
out numbers for the children to make. 
 
Clap and Snap 
Explain that you will clap your hands for the tens and snap your fingers for 
the ones.  Children will have to listen closely to see if they can figure out 
the mystery number.  For example:  clap, snap, snap, snap, snap = 14 
*Stomp for hundreds, jump for thousands, and so forth. 
 
Tens and Ones (Ginger McCormick) 
(Cadence – Children repeat each line.) 
I don’t know but I’ve been told.  (Repeat) 
Tens are tall and ones are small. 
First you count up all the tens. 
Then add the ones to the end. 
*Pick students to be tens and stand tall. 
Pick students to be ones and sit criss-cross in front of the tens. 
Count the tall students by tens. 
Count the students sitting on the floor by one. 



MEASUREMENT AND DATA 
 
Describe and compare measurable attributes. 
 

Kitty-Cat!  Position Scat! 

(Tune:  “Turkey in the Straw” – Totally Math CD) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat stretch up high;  (Point up.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat touch the sky. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, reach down low;  (Point down.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, don’t be slow! 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, point to the right;  (Point right.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, out of sight!  (Hands over eyes.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, now point left;  (Point left.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, you’re the best! 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, step out front;  (Step forward.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, what a stunt!  
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, walk behind;  (Walk backwards.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, please be kind. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, crawl below;  (Get down on hands and knees.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, to and fro. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, climb above;  (Pretend to climb up with arms.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, you I love. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, go between;  ((Put hand between legs.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, don’t be mean!  (Shake finger.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, now jump over;  (Jump up.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, roll in the clover.  (Roll arms around.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, now creep under;  (Put right hand under left arm.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, you’re a wonder. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, reach to the side;  (Reach left and then right.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, smile with pride.  (Smile.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, be my friend;  (Hold up left hand and pretend to 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, that’s the end!    stroke like a kitten with right hand.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, you know where you’re at. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, time to scat!  (Slap hands.) 
Activities:  Cut small kittens out of construction paper and staple to straws  
to make stick puppets children can manipulate as they sing. 
 
Longer and Shorter  (Angela Berthiaume) 
Give each child 5 connecting cubes.  Tell them to walk around the room 
and compare objects to their cube train using the words “longer” and 
“shorter.”  But, they must use a whisper voice and only use the words 
“longer” and “shorter.”  If they talk, they must sit down. 



Time 

Hickory Dickory Dock  (Traditional Tune – “Sing to Learn” CD) 

Hickory dickory dock.  (Fold hands and tick tock back and forth.) 
The mouse ran up the clock. (Run fingers up in the air over head.) 
The clock struck one,  (Clap one time.) 
The mouse ran down.  (Run fingers down.) 
Hickory dickory dock. 
Two – “Yahoo!”   (Continue doing the movements above, 
Three – “Whopee!”  clapping the appropriate number of times.) 
Four – “Do more!” 
Five – “Let’s jive!”    
Six – “Fiddlesticks!”      
Seven – “Oh, heavens!”    
Eight – “Life’s great!” 
Nine – “So fine!”     
Ten – “We’re near the end.”    
Eleven – “We’re sizzlin’.” 
Twelve – “I’m proud of myself.” 
*Use your arms like the hands on a clock.  Extend both arms over your 
head.  On “one,” bring right arm down to the position of “one” on a 
clock.  On “two,” bring right arm down to position of “two,” and so forth 
as you sing. 

Days of the Week  (Tune:  “The Addams Family” Dr. Jean & Friends CD) 

Days of the week.  Days of the week.  (Snap fingers.) 
Days of the week.  Days of the week. 
Days of the week. 
There’s Sunday and there’s Monday,            (Cross over right hand to tap  
There’s Tuesday and there’s Wednesday,     left knee and then left hand 
There’s Thursday and there’s Friday,  to tap right knee.) 
And then there’s Saturday. 

*Point to the days on a calendar as you sing.*Learn to sing this song in sign 
language or another language. 

 

Months of the Year  (“Dr. Jean & Friends” CD) 
January,    (Left arm out palm down.)  
February,    (Right arm out palm down.) 
March,     (Left palm up.) 
April,     (Right palm up.) 
May,     (Right hand on left shoulder.) 
June,     (Left hand on right shoulder.) 



Money 
 
Rubbings - Have children do rubbings of coins.  Place each coin under a 
sheet of paper and rub with the side of a crayon.  Who do they see?  
What’s it worth?  Let children examine coins with a magnifying glass.  
Encourage them to discuss details.  How old is the coin? 

Money Song  (Tune:  “Shortnin’ Bread” Is Everybody Happy? CD) 

Chorus:  I like money to buy things at the store. (Point to self.) 
    Money, money, money,  
    I always want more! (Palms up and shake.) 

A penny’s worth one cent. (Hold up 1 finger.) 
A nickel’s worth five.  (Hold up 5 fingers.) 
A dime’s worth ten cents. (Hold up 10 fingers.) 
A quarter’s twenty-five.  (Open and shut hands for 25.) 
Chorus 
Lincoln’s on one cent.  
Jefferson’s on five. 
Roosevelt’s on ten cents. 
Washington’s on twenty-five.   
Chorus 
A building’s on one cent. 
A building’s on five. 
A torch is on ten cents. 
An eagle’s on twenty-five.   
Chorus 
Hint!  Feel free to change the words of the song to “Let’s learn some  
more!” instead of “I always want more.” 
 
Penny Time Line - Let children make a penny time line.  First, have them 
write the year they were born and subsequent years on a sentence strip 
similar to the one shown.  Let them take this home and look for a penny 
with each date.  Tape the pennies to the time line. 
 
Change Please - Draw four square on a file folder.  Label with “penny,” 
“nickel,” “dime,” and “quarter.”  Give children a coin purse with change 
and ask them to sort the coins.  Can they count the total amount? 
 
Coupon Clippers - Bring in coupons and have children cut them out.  Ask 
children to sort the coupons.  Can they sort them another way? 
 
Wants and Needs – Have children use a T-chart to write our cut out 
pictures of things they “want” and things they “need.” 
 



GEOMETRY 
 
Identify and describe shapes. 
 
Horizontal, Vertical  (Carrie O’Bara and Terri Miller) 
(Tune:  “Where Is Thumbkin?”)   
Horizontal, horizontal,   
(Forearms held up horizontally in front of chest.) 
Vertical, vertical.   
(Forearms bent at elbows to form right angles.) 
Horizontal, horizontal, 
Vertical, vertical. 
 
Then diagonal, then diagonal.   
(Right arm slants in front and then left.) 
Add a curve.  Add a curve.   
(Make a “c” with right hand and then left.) 
Then diagonal, then diagonal. 
Add a curve.  Add a curve. 
 
Shapes 
(Tune:  “Alice the Camel”) 
Triangles have three sides.  (Hold up 3 fingers.) 
Triangles have three sides.   (Draw an invisible triangle in the air.) 
Triangles have three sides. 
Three straight sides. 
 
Triangles have 3 corners…   
Note!  After singing about 3 corners, explain that you can also call those 
vertices.  
Triangles have 3 vertices… 
 
Squares have four sides - four equal sides…  (Hold up 4 fingers.) 
Squares have four vertices… 
 
Rectangles have four sides - 2 short and 2 long and 2 short sides… 
 
Hexagons have six sides – six equal sides…  (Hold up 3 fingers on each 
hand.) 
 
Circles have no sides…the circle curves around.  (Shrug shoulders and 
shake head.) 
 



 

Websites 
 

Check out these websites for more awesome math ideas! 
 
www.illuminations.nctm.org 
 
www.k-5mathteachingresources.com 
 
www.fuelthebrain.com 
 
www.mathwire.com 
 
www.ixl.com/standards/common-core/math/kindergarten 
 
www.illustrativemathematics.org 
 
www.mathplayground.com 
 
www.coolmath4kids.com 
 
 
 
 

http://www.illuminations.nctm.org
http://www.k-5mathteachingresources.com
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http://www.mathwire.com
http://www.ixl.com/standards/common-core/math/kindergarten
http://www.illustrativemathematics.org
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http://www.coolmath4kids.com

