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Welcome, New Bonners!  
     Bonner would like to welcome this year’s newest members of the Bonner Family!  

Welcome to Alarie Latham and Akilah Worley, juniors; Ashlan Bishop, Andrea Creech,  

and Tayler Simon, sophomores;  

and Joey Baldwin, Dashia Drayton,  

Brooke Horton, Angela Jones, Jillian Loftis, 

Anjali Naik, Victoria Simpson, and  

Julia  Taylor,  freshmen.  After  only  a   

semester, the newest Bonners have already 

contributed over 1000 hours of service.  

     The Bonner Program at the College of 

Charleston has grown from twenty-four 

students in the 2012-2013 school year to 

twenty-nine students this year. It’s been a     

   year of exciting change and new  

   opportunities. We can’t wait to see what’s    

   in store for the program! 

     Bonner Leaders spent one group meeting learning 

formal dining etiquette. The session began with  

students answering trivia questions about formal  

dining, and progressed to a “hands-on” demonstra-

tion featuring pizza on plastic dining ware. Senior 

Eliza Blades, who has participated in numerous  

formal dining classes and situations, led the meeting 

with a detailed and informative presentation.  

     The plastic plates, cups, and cutlery may not be 

featured in a typical formal place setting, but  

Bonners eagerly followed Eliza’s instructions,  

practicing properly cutting their pizza while  

maintaining good posture. Etiquette topics included 

formal place settings, international differences in 

dining practices, and the importance of using man-

ners in all professional encounters.  

     “Etiquette is not just about tradition,” said Eliza 

during the meeting, “it’s about respect for your  

dining partners. It says, ‘I want to make an effort to 

make you feel welcome.’”  

Community Partners 
 

   Charleston Parks              
Conservancy  

 

Charleston Waterkeeper 
 

Darkness to Light 
 

Girls Rock Charleston 
 

Healthlinks at MUSC 
 

Hope Lodge 
 

Lowcountry   Children’s     
Museum 

 

Lowcountry Food Bank 
 

Metanoia 
 

Outreach Learning Center 
at St. Matthew’s 

 

WINGS for Kids 

Senior Intern Eliza Blades 

Teaches Dining Etiquette 

Bonner Leaders gather around the campfire  

during August’s orientation. 

Students learned about the purpose of etiquette  

during a fall semester group meeting. 
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Interested in 

being  a 

Bonner? 
  

Bonner Leader is  

accepting applications 

from  freshmen who have 

been admitted to the Col-

lege of Charleston and  

rising sophomores and  

juniors for the 2014-2015 

school year.  

 

Applications are available 

on our website. 

 

 

Contact us! 
Check out our website : 

http://blogs.cofc.edu/       

volunteer/bonner 

 

“Like” us on Facebook:  

Bonner Leader at  

the College of Charleston. 

  
“Follow” us on Twitter: 
@CofCBonners 

 

 

 

Service Saturdays 
     During the fall, Bonner Leaders focused on hunger and homelessness, two prevalent 

social issues that are prevalent in the Charleston area. We planned our Service Saturdays 

with a focus on different aspects of these complex issues.  

     In September, Bonners volunteered at the Lowcountry Food Bank. Half of the  

students sorted sweet potatoes that were gleaned from a local farm and donated to the 

food bank, while others prepared take-home meals for Backpack Buddies, a program 

that sends at-risk children home with nutritious food.  

     Students worked with Home Works, an organization 

that addresses housing needs of low-income senior  

citizens, during October.  Bonners helped with yard work 

and added a safe railing to a porch for a community  

member who lives by herself and takes care of her five  

grandchildren.  

   In November, the group went to Chicora Place, a  

community garden in North Charleston. There, Bonners 

learned how to make compost, painted water containers, 

helped beautify the garden, and designed a mosaic.  

   “My favorite Service Saturday was working with  

Chicora Place,” said junior Alarie Latham. “I love that, 

when we go, we work the community members. It’s so 

evident that they care about their community and they     

   have a real sense of pride and a desire to share the growth  

   of their community with others. “ 

Alternative Fall Break 
Bonners Serve in Washington, DC 

     Bonner Leader freshmen and  

sophomores spent their Fall Break 

serving in Washington, DC.  

Sophomores Ashlan Bishop and 

Ansley Pope served as site leaders  

during the trip. 

     Students painted Mary’s Center,  

a clinic for low-income community 

members in Silver Spring, MD.       

Bonners also served at Thrive DC,  

a soup kitchen that provides laundry, 

showers, and mail services to those in 

need.  

     The trip occurred in the middle of the 

government shutdown, but students were still able to visit monuments such as the Lin-

coln Memorial and peruse The Newseum, an information media museum. “My favorite 

part of the trip was getting to know the  other Bonners,” said freshman Joey Baldwin. 

“Now when I see other Bonners, I think of my service experiences in DC.” 

College of Charleston Bonner Leaders  

pose in front of The White House. 

Bonner Leader seniors  
Eliza and Si sort through 

sweet potatoes at  

Lowcountry Food Bank. 

 


