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The Student Government Association (SGA) at the College of Charleston will be collaborating with the 
SGA’s at the University of South Carolina-Columbia (USC) and Clemson University to host a “Rally for 
Higher Education” on February 15th.  The rally is scheduled to begin at 10:00am on the north grounds and 
steps of the State House, and will feature briefings from the Student Body Presidents of all three 
Universities regarding student’s ideas about higher education in South Carolina.   
 
Clemson University and the College of Charleston will be busing students to the event from their 
campuses, and students from USC will walk from their campus.  Students will be congregating to celebrate 
the importance of higher education in South Carolina, and to show support of the necessity to continue to 
take steps that will work to benefit the state’s higher educational system. 
 
“We are very excited to be hosting this event in Columbia to show our concern over the decreasing state 
funding for higher education, which has resulted in increased tuition levels throughout the state,” said CofC 
SGA President Isaiah Nelson. “We will express our concern over measures being proposed that would be 
detrimental to higher education, such as Senate bill 406 & 407.  We stand in opposition to these “other 
funds bills,” as we strongly feel our tuition dollars should not be going to make up funding deficits present at 
other state agencies.” 
 
The student leaders will also discuss the importance of regulatory relief and transparency measures 
currently being considered in the General Assembly. 
 
After the speeches and press briefing concludes, students present will sign and provide written statements 
to the General Assembly explaining the necessity to keep state funding in place to maintain affordable 
tuition levels.  In addition, key members of the organizations will meet with South Carolina legislators and 
the Governor’s office throughout the day. 
 
Founded in 1770 and chartered in 1785, the College of Charleston is the oldest institution of higher 
education in the state of South Carolina and the thirteenth oldest in the United States. Through the years, 
the institution has grown from a school of twenty to a current enrollment of nearly 10,000 undergraduate 
students. The Student Government Association has represented students based on the principles of 
Integrity, Honor, and Fidelity since its founding in 1922. 
 
Office of Public Relations 
 
Haley Thomas 
Public Relations Chairperson 
Student Government Association  
843-953-5722 
sga@cofc.edu  

mailto:sga@cofc.edu

