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	Lesson Title
	Factors that led to the American Revolutionary war.
	Teacher
	Rebecca Riddy

	Grade Level
	4th
	Duration of Lesson
	2-3 class periods

	Lesson Topic
	The factors that led to the American Revolutionary war



	SC Standards and Indicators 

	Standard 4-3.1: Explain the major political and economic factors leading to the American Revolution, including the French and Indian War, the Stamp Act, the Tea Act, and Intolerable Acts as well as American resistance to these acts through boycotts, petitions, and congresses.

	Common Core Strategy(ies) addressed


	Key Ideas and Details – Grades 4
* Identify multiple points of view or biases and ask questions that clarify those opinions. 

* Identify and explain cause-and-effect relationships. 



	Academic Vocabulary
	Taxes(Tariff)          Stamp Act      Tea Act            Representation

Colonists                Tea Act          Coercive Acts   Sons of Liberty
Parliament             Intolerable Acts  Townsend Act 

The First Continental Congress

	Lesson Materials
	Alpha Box           photographs
Large Puzzle Pieces 

	Content Narrative

(What is the background information that needs to be taught to understand the context of the lesson? Be sure to include necessary citations)


	Political and economic factors that ultimately led to the American Revolution started with the French and Indian War and culminated with shots fired at Lexington and Concord. It is important that students understand the chronology of these events and how one event led to another. They should understand that political factors included the question of whether the Parliament of the colonial assemblies had the right to impose taxes. Economic factors include the need for taxes as a result of the French and Indian War and the power of the colonists to boycott British goods and force British merchants to appeal to Parliament to repeal the Stamp Act. (King George III ruled Great Britain before, during, and after the American Revolution). 

The French and Indian War was fought between France and England over lands in the Ohio River Valley, which both the French and English claimed. The British won the war and gained control of these lands but amassed a large debt as a result of the war. The British Parliament determined that this debt should be paid by the American colonists, whose lands the British had been defending. This was a change in the British government’s colonial policy. Before the French and Indian War, the British government ignored what was happening in the colonies and let them govern and tax themselves. After the French and Indian War, the British Parliament began to pass a series of laws that changed the relationship between the colonial assemblies and the Parliament. Colonists believed it was the right of their colonial assemblies to impose taxes, not the right of the King or of Parliament, and they resisted this changed policy through protests and boycotts of British goods. 

One of the British taxes, the Stamp Act, placed a tax on all papers, such as legal documents and newspapers. The colonists would pay this directly (taxes before this were indirect duties on imports included in the retail price of the goods and were invisible to the colonial consumer), and protested with the cry, “No taxation without representation.” Colonists did not have a representative in Parliament and therefore had no voice in Parliament. Colonists wanted to retain the right of their own colonial assemblies to tax in order to be respected. They did not actually want representation in the distant Parliament because they knew they would be outvoted. Colonists organized a Stamp Act Congress, which sent a petition to the King, and declared a boycott on British goods that led to the repeal of the Stamp Act. They also organized the Sons and Daughters of Liberty in order to protest British taxes. (Patrick Henry was a member of Virginia’s colonial assembly who wrote a strong protest to the Stamp Act that asserted the rights of the colonists.) 

The Tea Act was not a tax. This act gave the British East India Company exclusive rights (a monopoly) to sell tea in the colonies, because the East India Tea Company had financial problems and Parliament wanted to help the company avoid bankruptcy. Colonists were already boycotting tea because of a tax imposed under the Townshend Act. (Although most of the Townshend duties had been repealed as a result of a successful colonial boycott, the tax on tea remained.) The Sons of Liberty feared the availability of cheap tea would threaten the effectiveness of the boycott. In Boston, they boarded the British ship and threw the tea overboard (John Adams was a Massachusetts leader and a member of the Sons of Liberty. He was a strong advocate of independence and was on the committee charged with writing the Declaration of Independence.) These actions, known as the Boston Tea Party, led Parliament to pass the Coercive Acts, renamed by the colonists, the Intolerable Acts for their punitive nature. 

The Intolerable Acts closed the Boston Harbor and took away the right of the colony of Massachusetts to govern itself. The British named these acts the Coercive Acts because they were designed to coerce, or force, the colonists to pay for the dumped tea and recognized the right of the Parliament to make tax laws for the colonies. Colonists initially formed Committees of Correspondence to communicate their situations to each other then sent delegates to a Continental Congress in order to address the problem of the Intolerable Acts. The First Continental Congress established a boycott on all trade with Great Britain and sent a petition to the King. The Continental Congress also advised American colonists to arm themselves. This led to the battle of Lexington and Concord and the start of the Revolutionary War.

	
	


Lesson Set

	Content Objective(s)
	The students will:
Establish the chronological order in reconstructing a historical narrative. 

* Identify multiple points of view or biases and ask questions that clarify those opinions. 

* Identify and explain cause-and-effect relationships. 

* 


	Literacy Objective(s)
	The students will understand the chronology of these events and how one event led to another. 



	Lesson Importance
	This lesson helps students understand  what events led to the Revolutionary war and how those events affected the colonist.

	Connections to prior and future learning
	Previously, students were asked to explain the role of Africans in developing the culture and economy of South Carolina, including the growth of the slave trade; slave contributions to the plantation economy; the daily lives of the enslaved people; the development of the Gullah culture; and their resistance to slavery (3-2.5). In grade 8, students will be expected to explain the significance of enslaved and free Africans in the developing culture and economy of the South and South Carolina, including the growth of the slave trade and resulting population imbalance between African and European settlers, African contributions to agricultural development; and resistance to slavery, including the Stono Rebellion and subsequent laws to control slaves (8-1.4).

	Anticipatory Set/ Hook (Engage)
	The teacher will ask how would you feel if the principal told you that you would have to pay money /taxes to her for all of the toys , bikes, or games that you parents bought you.




Skill Development

	Introduce content components
	Vocabulary introduction – The teacher will display the vocabulary words on the smart board. The class will read aloud the vocabulary words. Then the students will use context clues to help them determine the meaning of most of the words. The students will write down their words on an alpha box. Student Handout 1
Then the teacher will display a photograph on the board. The students will complete a photo analysis for that photograph. Then the students will discuss their opinions within their groups.


	“I do” 

Skill from objective

introduce/explain/model
	The teacher will make a chart with the vocabulary words. The teacher will review the vocabulary with the students. The teacher will use a powerpoint to teach the lesson. The teacher will stop throughout the powerpoint to ask questions. For example, how do you think the Stamp act would affect the colonist. The students will complete a graphic organizer during the lesson.


Guided Practice
	 “We do”

Activity Description

Include student “explore” components and opportunities for them to explain their learning.


	The teacher will pass out seven large sheets of chart paper to the class after they are put into groups. Then the teacher will assign each group a title . The students will draw an illustration that will reflect  the meaning of their title. Titles: Stamp Act, Intolerable Acts, Sugar Act, The First Continental Congress, Tea Act, Sons of Liberty, Townsend Act


	Checking for Understanding-“Informal” Assessment
	The students will present their posters . Each member of the group has to share information about that topic. The teacher will listen to their explanation to check for understanding. 


Closure

Independent Practice
	“You Do”


	The students will work with a partner to make a timeline. Each group will receive seven puzzles. The students will work with a partner to create a timeline.


Summative/ “Formal” Assessment
	Assessment


	The students will explain in writing what the events were that led to the Revolutionary war.


Differentiation
	During Lesson
	Students can read books about the causes of the revolutionary war in the reading center.  

	Assessment
	Questioning during the “checking for understanding” component will be geared towards specific students; also, the questions that ask them what do you think might have happened if Parliament did not pass those laws. 


Reflection

	Lesson Reflection
(What went well in the lesson? What might you do differently the next time you teach it? Evaluate the success of the lesson)

	When I taught the lesson, the students were able to understand most of the information. I use a chart to mark off the students who really understood what I taught. I have decided to put those students that did not understand in small groups. I found books that were on their level to use during guided reading. I will use that time to reinforce what they should have learned.


Materials

	Lesson Materials

	On the next page
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Student Handout 1
Student Handout 2
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Photo Analysis Worksheet

Step 1. Observation
A.

B.

Step 2. Inference
Based on what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph.

A.

What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?

Where could you find answers to them?

Directions:
Each student will work with a partner to make a timeline. You will label each puzzle piece. (For example, Stamp Act) Titles:Stamp Act, Intolerable Acts, Sugar Act, The First Continental Congress, Tea Act, Sons of Liberty, Townsend Act
Puzzle Piece-

1. Write the title on each puzzle piece.

2. Write the date on each puzzle piece.

3. Draw an illustration that represents each title on the puzzle piece.

4. Write the definition on each puzzle piece.

5. When you are finished, glue the puzzle pieces together in sequential order.

6. Explain on a index card how these events affected the colonists.

Rubric:
5 points- The title written on each puzzle piece              ___________
5 points- The date written on each puzzle piece             ___________
10 points- Summary card                                                     ___________
10 points- Definition                                                             ___________

25points- The illustration                                                     ___________
25 points- The puzzle pieces put in sequential order     ___________

15points- Presentation                                                         ___________
5 points-  Creativity                                                               ___________

Total 100points                                                                       ___________
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