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Grade Level 5 
Duration of 
Lesson 

90 minutes 

Lesson Topic The political and social impact of World War II, including changes in women’s roles, in attitudes toward Japanese 
Americans, and in nation-state boundaries and governments. 

SC Standard 
and Indicator 

5-4  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the economic boom-and-bust in 
America in the 1920s and 1930s, its resultant political instability, and the 
subsequent worldwide response. 
 
5-4.5  Summarize the political and social impact of World War II, including changes in women’s roles, in attitudes 
toward Japanese Americans, and in nation-state boundaries and governments. 

Academic 
Vocabulary 

Rationing 
Victory Gardens 
Rosie the Riveter 
Tuskegee Airmen 
Interment Camps 
Nation-States 

Lesson 
Materials 

Students Social Studies Journals 
5-4.5 PowerPoint 
Political/Social Impact Group Activity Directions Sheet (double sided with activity examples) 
Political/Social Impact Assessment Rubric 
Political/Social Impact Homework Sheet 
Project Materials such as crayons, markers, poster board, paper and pencils 

 
Lesson Set Content Objective(s):  The students will be able to summarize the political and social impact of WWII. 
 Anticipatory Set:  TTW begin by opening the PowerPoint to slide 1 and asking the students to read along with, 

think, and discus the following question:  What was the political and social impact of World War II, including changes 



in women’s roles, in attitudes toward Japanese Americans, and in nation-state boundaries and governments?  Allow 
5-7 minutes of discussion to follow. 

Skill 
Development 
 
*Teacher should 
prompt 
students to 
think aloud 
about each 
topic before, 
during, and 
after lesson. 

TTWS:  Today we will be looking at how WWII changed not only America, but the world as a whole.  TTW quickly 
review slides 2-4.  TTW instruct the student to divide the next 2 sheets of their notebook paper in half with a pencil 
vertically.  TTW instruct the students to then label each section accordingly:  Women, African Americans, Japanese 
Americans, and finally Nation-States Boundaries and Governments.  TTW then review each slide and allow students 
to take notes and discuss each specific topic. 
 
Slides (4-16) 
Women:  Women, as the homemakers, were responsible for:  Rationing and Victory Gardens. Rationing was 
limits imposed on buying certain products and services to preserve resources.  Voluntary conservation was not 
enough, so ration booklets were required. US government encouraged civilians to grow as much of their own food as 
possible.   Women were mainly responsible for Victory Gardens.  More women also began to work outside the 
home in greater numbers taking the place of the husbands, sons, and brothers who were fighting in the war in 
factories building airplanes, trucks, and ships.  “Rosie the Riveter” became an icon of the period.  Women were 
expected to return home when the war ended and the soldiers return to their jobs, but many missed the workplace.  
This war time experience helped lay the foundation for the women's movement in the 1960s. 

  
Slides (14-17) 
African Americans:  African Americans demanded the right to wartime jobs and President Roosevelt ordered that 
they be given the opportunity.  More African Americans moved to the cities in the North and on the Pacific coast to 
work in wartime industries.  African Americans made some strides in the military during the war, such as the 
Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American military airmen.  However, they still served in segregated units and 
were often called upon to do the dirtiest and most dangerous jobs.  The role played by African American soldiers in 
the war and the treatment of whites on the home front after the war ended prompted President Truman to order that 
the Army be desegregated after the war.  These experiences of African Americans serving their country at home and 
abroad helped to lay the foundation for the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s.  
 
Slides (18-21) 
Japanese Americans:  Japanese Americans faced the most profound discrimination.  Following the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor, 110,000 Japanese Americans were moved to internment camps in the western deserts of the United 
States.  Internment Camps were where Japanese Americans were made to move their homes and businesses with 
little warning.  They were imprisoned behind barbed wire fences without the right to a trial and without proof that they 
were disloyal.  However, Japanese Americans continued to be loyal to the USA.  Some even served with distinction 
in military units in the European theater.   
 
Slides 22-23 



Nation States:  After the war, many boundaries and governments were changed; The US established a democracy 
in Japan; West Germany became democratic; Soviet Union established a communist government in East Germany; 
USA became a dominant World Power; There was a difference in priorities for the allies (Great Britain, US, France, 
and Soviet Union); US starts having trouble with one ally, the Soviet Union’; The roots of the Cold War are beginning. 
 

Guided Practice The class will be divided into 4 groups of 3-4 students.  TTW then give the directions and project rubric sheets to 
each group.  TTW go over the directions and the project rubric.  TTW allow the student to begin working on their 
projects.   TTW walk around to monitor and assist the students if they need help.  TTW ask questions out loud to 
entice the student’s thinking as they’re working. 
 

Closure 
 

TTW instruct each group to share their projects with the class.  TTW allow students to present their projects to the 
class.  TTW summarize the main points of each topic that was socially/politically impacted by WWII. 
 

Independent 
Practice 

TTW give each student a worksheet created with questions for them to answer for homework.  TTW read the 
questions aloud to the students. TTW show the student a model worksheet to explain what is expected.  TTW make 
sure no students have questions. 
 

 

Authentic 
Assessment 

Student created Projects 

Assessment 
Rubric 

Attached 
 
 

Differentiation Small groups will be integrated as needed for differentiation.  MAP testing, common assessments, and teacher 
observations will be used to guide small group instruction. 
 
Gifted Students: 

• Peer tutoring 
• Reading challenges 
• Extra credit (websites) 
• Extension exercises 
• Games used for review for test 
• Graph Organizers 
• Reading aloud to other students 
• Directed instruction 
• Book reports 
• Projects 
• Oral presentations by students 

 



Special Needs Students 
• Copy of notes available 
• Peer tutoring 
• Reading challenges 
• Extra credit (websites) 
• Extension exercises 
• Games used for review for test 
• Graph Organizers 
• Reading aloud to other students 
• Directed instruction 

 
 



 
 

Directions:  Each group will either choose or be assigned one of the topics discussed in 
the lesson and complete the task required. 
 
• Impact on Women: Explain how the attitude toward women in the workforce was 

altered by their participation during the war. 
• Impact on African Americans:  Summarize the role of African Americans during 

WWII. 
 
• Impact on Japanese Americans:  Describe the internment of Japanese Americans. 

 
• Impact on Nation-States Boundaries & Governments: Explain how the boundaries of 

the various participants in the war were altered by the war’s outcome, 
specifically Germany, including the division of Berlin, and the 
domination of Eastern Europe by the Soviet Union. 

 
Each group will have to choose how to summarize each topic in two ways from the 
following groups:  Writing, Visual, or Performance.  Specific ways to summarize are on the 
back. 



 
Writing 

 

 

Visual 
 

 

Performance 
(Kinesthetic/Oral) 

 

 
 

Summary/Paragraph 
Compare/Contrast Chart 
Diary Entry 
Letter  
Poem 
Article 
News Report 
Speech 
Obituary 
Radio Broadcast “you are there” 
Biography 
Travel Log 

Book Jacket/Cover 
Bulletin Board 
Cartoon 
Diorama 
Display (poster) 
Flipbook 
Board Game 
Map 
Banner 
Bumper Sticker 
Picture Dictionary 
Flow Chart 

Commercial 
Dance 
Debate 
Demonstration 
Dramatic Presentation 
Skit 
Monologue 
Movie 
Mock Trial 
Podcast 
Public Service Announcement 
Speech Simulation 
Song 
Rap 
 



 
Assessment Rubric : Social/Political Impact of WWII Project 

     
          

Teacher Name: Ms. Tarpley    
     
     
Student Name:     ________________________________________  

     
CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Quality of 
Information 

Information clearly relates to the 
main topic. It includes several 
supporting details and/or 
examples. 

Information clearly relates to 
the main topic. It provides 1-
2 supporting details and/or 
examples. 

Information clearly relates to 
the main topic. No details 
and/or examples are given. 

Information has little or 
nothing to do with the main 
topic. 

Amount of 
Information 

All topics are addressed and all 
questions answered with at least 
2 sentences about each. 

All topics are addressed and 
most questions answered 
with at least 2 sentences 
about each. 

All topics are addressed, and 
most questions answered 
with 1 sentence about each. 

One or more topics were not 
addressed. 

Organization Information is very organized 
with well-constructed paragraphs 
and subheadings. 

Information is organized 
with well-constructed 
paragraphs. 

Information is organized, but 
paragraphs are not well-
constructed. 

The information appears to 
be disorganized. 8) 

Diagrams & 
Illustrations 

Diagrams and illustrations are 
neat, accurate and add to the 
reader\'s understanding of the 
topic. 

Diagrams and illustrations 
are accurate and add to the 
reader\'s understanding of 
the topic. 

Diagrams and illustrations are 
neat and accurate and 
sometimes add to the 
reader\'s understanding of the 
topic. 

Diagrams and illustrations are 
not accurate OR do not add 
to the reader\'s understanding 
of the topic. 

 
     
Date Created: Jul 12, 2011 10:54 pm (UTC)    

 
 



Homework 5-4.5 
 
Name:_______________________________Date:__________________ 
 
What do you think was socially/politically impacted the most by WWII:  
Women, African Americans, Japanese Americans, and Nation-State 
Boundaries & Governments?  Please explain your answer in 3-5 
sentences and provide an illustration. 
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